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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1971 


Area  (acres)  ... 

. . . 

«  •  • 

59,005 

Population  1961  (Census) 

. . . 

•  •  * 

15,198 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Mid  Year  Estimate) 

21,380 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  (1961  Census) 

. . . 

5,263 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1971 

— 

. . . 

7,365 

Rateable  Value 

.  .  • 

...  £584,234 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate,  1971  ... 

•  .  . 

45,823 

Live  Births — 

Total  Male  Female 

Rate 

Legitimate 

465 

234 

231 

Illegitimate 

23 

13 

10 

488 

247 

241 

22.8 

Stillbirths— 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Legitimate 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

5 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

- — - 

5 

1 

4 

10.0 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

181 

99 

82 

8.5 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

■ — - 

Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

.  •  • 

•  •  . 

7 

6 

1 

14.0 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality 

*  •  . 

.  •  . 

6 

5 

1 

12.0 

Perinatal  Mortality 

11 

6 

5 

22.0 

Infant  Mortality — 

20.0 

Legitimate 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

10 

7 

3 

19.0 

Illegitimate 

*  •  * 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

— 

43.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
Deaths  from  Heart  Disease 


29 

Nil 

95 
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November,  1972. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of  Towcester. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1971  incorporating  that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

The  report  is  presented  in  seven  sections,  six  dealing  with  separate 
aspects  of  environmental  control;  the  first  on  natural  and  social  condi¬ 
tions;  the  second  on  the  provisions  of  health  and  welfare  services;  the 
third  on  sanitary  circumstances;  the  fourth  on  housing;  the  fifth  on 
food;  the  sixth  on  the  control  of  infectious  and  other  diseases  and  finally 
the  seventh  section  consists  of  statistical  tables.  In  addition,  while 
increasingly  the  prevention  of  disease  is  becoming  a  matter  of  individual 
concern,  a  number  of  general  observations  are  made  on  trends  which 
could  prove  inimical  to  health  either,  now,  or  in  the  future. 

The  district  is  still  predominantly  rural,  although  housing  develop¬ 
ment  continued,  with  296  private  properties  being  erected  in  1971.  The 
vital  statistics  for  the  year  show  that  there  is  an  increase  in  population  of 
2,170  according  to  the  Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate  of  21,380. 
There  were  181  deaths,  a  decrease  of  8  on  last  year’s  figure.  This  gives  a 
standardised  rate  of  8.5  compared  with  the  national  figure  of  11.6.  Male 
deaths  exceeded  female  deaths  by  17.  Details  and  comments  on  the 
causes  of  death  are  given  in  Section  A.  The  total  number  of  live  births 
was  488,  an  increase  of  2  on  last  year  and  giving  a  standardised  rate  of 
22.8  compared  with  the  national  figure  of  16.0.  Illegitimate  births  were 
23,  one  more  than  in  1970,  There  were  11  deaths  under  the  age  of  one 
year,  6  occurring  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

Infectious  disease  notifications  were  reduced  from  104  last  year  to  75 
for  1971,  this  showed  a  decrease  of  29,  and  included  14  (7)*  cases  of 
whooping  cough,  3  (3)*  of  infective  hepatitis,  1  (2)*  of  food  poisoning,  and 
2  (4)*  of  scarlet  fever.  There  were  in  addition  2  cases  of  meningitis. 
16  (11)*  died  from  pneumonia,  11  (12)*  from  bronchitis  and  0  (1)*  from 
tuberculosis.  There  were  53  (88)*  cases  of  measles.  Measles  vaccination 
increased  considerably  in  the  country,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  from 
henceforward,  with  the  availability  of  vaccines  and  the  use  of  the  com¬ 
puter,  a  higher  percentage  of  children  will  be  vaccinated.  While  at 
present  the  incidence  of  infectious  illness  remains  satisfactorily  low  (apart 
from  measles),  should  succeeding  generations  of  parents  fail  to  respond 
to  the  need  for  immunisation,  recrudescence  of  infectious  illness  could 
occur.  It  remains  vitally  important  therefore  for  children  to  be  immunised 
for  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  now  measles, 
with  tuberculosis  vaccination  in  the  early  teens.  Towards  the  end  of 
1970,  Rubella  (German  Measles)  vaccination  also  became  available  to  all 
girls  between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and  fourteen;  this  age  limit  has  now 
been  lowered  to  include  eleven  and  twelve-year-old  girls. 

*  the  figure  for  last  year. 
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40  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year,  with  a  further 
42  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  modernisation  of  older 
properties  continued  steadily.  21  properties  received  Discretionary 
Grants  and  34  Standard  Grants  during  1971. 

The  Wappenham  and  district  sewerage  scheme  has  been  completed 
and  work  has  commenced  on  the  disposal  works  and  sewer  lines  on  the 
Blakesley  and  district  scheme.  These  schemes  are  reported  more  fully  in 
Section  C. 

The  maintenance  of  high  standards  in  food  hygiene  control  continues 
to  form  an  important  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  health  department,  and 
technical  innovations  in  the  production,  manufacture  and  storage  of  food, 
a  more  mobile  population,  resulting  in  an  increase  in  the  use  of  canteens 
and  restaurants,  place  further  pressures  on  staff.  Foreign  travel,  and  the 
importation  of  intestinal  infections,  particularly  in  food  handlers,  now 
present  another  difficult  problem.  The  district  has  been  fortunate  that 
there  has  been  only  one  case  of  food  borne  infection.  This  has  been 
described  in  detail  later  in  the  report.  Generally,  food  borne  infection 
remains  too  high,  and  constant  vigilance  is  needed  by  our  inspectors  in  all 
aspects  of  food  control.  However,  satisfactory  food  hygiene  is  ultimately 
always  dependent  on  the  individual  who  handles  the  food.  The  need  for 
adequate  training  and  subsequent  supervision  of  employees  by  employers 
cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed.  The  public  are  the  final  arbiters  and 
should  always  be  on  the  alert  for  poor  practice,  refusing  to  accept  low 
standards.  Finally  all  primary  food  hygiene  starts  in  the  home. 

Full  meat  inspection  was  maintained  in  the  district,  with  an  increase 
in  throughput  of  the  one  remaining  large  private  slaughterhouse  amount¬ 
ing  to  10,000  units  more  than  in  1970,  this  included  3,000  extra  beef  units. 
During  the  year,  the  possibility  of  entry  into  the  Common  Market  has 
caused  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  press  for  an  improvement  in  stan¬ 
dards  of  slaughterhouse  construction  and  meat  hygiene  in  order  to  comply 
with  E.E.C.  requirements. 

The  Health  Centre  described  in  last  year’s  report  was  officially 
opened  at  the  beginning  of  1971  and  is  providing  general  medical,  nursing 
and  local  authority  services. 

The  year  has  been  notable  for  the  publication  in  the  late  summer  of 
the  Consultative  Document  on  the  reorganisation  of  the  National  Health 
Service,  and  the  date  of  April  1974  was  fixed  both  for  its  implementation 
and  that  of  local  government.  There  has  been  much  uncertainty  during 
the  year  as  to  the  future  of  the  organisation  of  the  environmental  health 
services  which  are  destined  to  remain  under  the  control  of  the  local 
authorities.  Former  statutory  responsibilities  will  be  relinquished  and 
the  title  of  medical  officer  of  health  will  cease.  Medical  staff  will  transfer 
to  the  National  Health  Service  and  it  is  assumed  that  medical  advice  shall 
be  received  from  community  physicians,  designated  as  advisors  to  the 
local  authority.  The  carefully  built  up  structure  evolved  successfully 
over  many  years  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease  will  therefore,  cease 
to  operate  from  April  1974.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  satisfactory  safeguards 
will  be  maintained  in  the  reorganised  structure.  The  medical  officer  of 
health  has  the  duty  to  ascertain,  report  and  advise  upon  all  aspects 
affecting  the  health  of  the  community.  He  acts  in  fact  as  ‘‘  watchdog  ” 
of  his  area,  and  has  the  further  function  of  advisor  in  occupational  health 
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to  the  employees  of  his  authority.  The  need  for  these  services  will 
continue.  The  community  physician  as  part  of  the  National  Health 
Service  will  be  well  placed  to  observe  and  report  on  all  matters  relating 
to  health  in  his  area,  while  his  position  as  advisor  to  the  local  authority 
can  continue,  and  could  prove  to  be  a  valuable  link  with  the  health 
services,  as  through  the  elected  representatives  a  two-way  communication 
with  the  public  can  be  maintained. 

While  the  achievements  in  the  environmental  field  of  the  last  half 
century  have  resulted  in  the  availability  of  pure  water,  clean  air,  sewage 
disposal,  refuse  collection,  adequate  housing,  schools  and  other  institutions 
as  well  as  control  of  infectious  disease,  it  is  ironic  that  having  attained 
this  secure  sanitary  environment  developments  during  the  last  decade 
may  now  threaten  it.  While  massive  changes  in  administrative  control 
are  now  envisaged,  it  might  be  profitable  to  consider  those  factors  which 
the  new  administration  will  need  to  direct  their  attentions. 

In  the  first  instance  a  major  problem  is  that  of  population  control. 
For  many  years,  while  providing  a  National  Health  Service,  family 
planning  arrangements  have  been  fragmented  between  the  three  branches 
of  the  service  and  voluntary  organisations,  with  wide  disparities  in  the 
degree  of  provision.  The  extension  of  family  planning  and  abortion 
legislation  has  not  succeeded  in  standardising  services  throughout  the 
country.  The  need  is  paramount,  and  it  is  as  well  to  reflect  on  the  figures. 
At  present  there  are  300,000  excess  of  births  over  deaths  annually,  and 
if  the  demographic  projection  for  the  year  A.D.  2,000  is  correct  the 
current  figure  of  55  million  will  increase  to  66.5  million.  This  means 
that  each  year  there  will  be  a  population  increase  of  a  town  double  the 
size  of  Northampton,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  century  there  will  be  the 
need  to  establish  56  such  towns  in  population  terms.  It  is  estimated  that 
150,000  unwanted  children  are  born  annually:  we  know  that  the  genesis 
of  maladjustment,  delinquency  and  crime  lie  in  the  early  years  of 
childhood,  and  one  can  assume  that  it  is  from  this  group  of  unwanted  and 
often  rejected  children  that  such  problems  arise. 

Inevitably,  if  population  is  not  checked,  those  factors  which  already 
are  causing  anxiety  will  be  increased,  and  pollution  of  air,  water,  land 
and  sea,  with  the  added  hazard  of  chemical  contamination,  will  ensue. 
The  resulting  overcrowding,  creating  traffic  congestion,  despoilation  of 
the  countryside  and  noise,  need  to  be  considered  for  their  ultimate 
combined  effects  on  mental  health. 

While  local  authorities  are  already  confronted  with  an  enhanced 
problem  of  dealing  with  the  pollutants  of  their  own  environment,  the 
steady  demand  for  an  increase  in  all  services  and  the  introduction  of 
chemicals  resulting  in  new  toxic  wastes,  adds  further  to  disposal  problems. 
The  recent  dumping  of  cyanide  in  my  own  health  division  contributes 
another  factor  of  concern  as  the  demand  for  water  supplies  are  requiring 
additional  use  of  river  water  and  thus  to  re-cycling  of  water  through 
water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  systems. 

Factory  farming  methods  introduce  another  innovation  which  require 
monitoring:  noise,  a  hazard  to  health  hitherto  confined  to  specific 
entities,  is  row  becoming  a  universal  irritant  that  can  ultimately  erode 
mental  tranquility. 

While  this  report  relates  to  the  local  environmental  health  it  would 
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be  incomplete  without  some  reference  to  the  personal  health  of  the 
individuals  living  in  that  area.  Life  either  adapted  to  those  surroundings 
or  endangered  by  the  misuse  of  its  products  are  a  part  of  that  ambience. 
It  is  therefore  as  much  our  objective  to  observe  (and  hope  to  prevent) 
such  personal  habits  which  are  inimical  to  health  as  it  is  to  maintain  a 
sanitary  environment. 

The  concept  of  the  welfare  state,  which  with  all  its  provisions  should 
result  in  a  lessening  demand  for  and  need  of  health  services,  has  proved  to 
be  a  chimera.  Much  has  indeed  been  achieved,  but  already  unanticipated 
results  are  evident.  These  are  mostly  related  to  the  individuals  choice 
of  his  way  of  life. 

While  diet  is  adequate  and  there  is  little  evidence  of  undernourish¬ 
ment,  malnutrition  still  exists  in  the  considerable  over  consumption  of 
carbohydrates,  with  resulting  tooth  decay  and  obesity.  While  the 
deleterious  effect  on  teeth  could  be  mitigated  by  the  addition  of  a  harmless 
modicum  of  fluoride  to  drinking  water,  clamant  pressures  by  a  minority 
have  succeeded  in  preventing  this,  while  Governments  have  been  reluctant 
to  legislate.  (In  our  own  county,  the  two  major  health  authorities 
exchanged  their  decisions  of  dissent  and  assent  creating  a  further  farcical 
stalemate.) 

As  well  as  misuse  of  diet  and  alcohol,  there  is  no  lessening  of  the 
practice  of  cigarette  smoking.  I  write  annually  concerning  the  habit 
which  is  a  major  danger  to  health;  I  repeat  the  facts  without  hesitation. 
Cigarette  smoking  is  the  greatest  single  avoidable  cause  of  death  in  this 
country  at  the  present  time  with  a  probable  50,000  deaths  a  year  from 
lung  cancer,  chronic  bronchitis  and  heart  disease.  Success  in  the  achieve¬ 
ment  of  a  sanitary  environment  is  being  eroded  by  the  personal  choice  of 
individuals.  Few  can  now  claim  ignorance  of  its  ultimate  effect  and  the 
acceptance  of  this  health  hazard  is  a  voluntary  one;  yet  a  national 
campaign  was  mounted  by  the  majority  of  women’s  organisations  to 
promote  a  cytology  service  (to  prevent  cervical  cancer — causing  less  than 
3,000  deaths  a  year);  one  asks  why  such  organisations  do  not  promote 
campaigns  whose  objectives  are  directed  at  the  major  killer  ?  It  is 
therefore  necessary  to  continue  relentlessly  to  press  for  the  need  for  every 
means  to  be  exerted  in  the  spreading  of  information  concerning  the  effects 
of  cigarette  smoking.  Does  smoking  start  by  emulation  of  an  admired 
elder  person  ?  I  believe  it  does,  and  parents,  teachers,  pop  stars,  tele¬ 
vision  personalities,  footballers  and  perhaps  doctors  have  the  responsibility 
of  setting  an  example  to  young  people.  The  facts  and  the  figures  relating 
to  smoking  are  in  Section  A  of  the  report,  and  I  make  no  excuse  for  my 
annual  repetition  of  this  necessary  information. 

Though  the  harm  caused  by  cigarette  smoking  is  now  obvious,  other 
factors  inimical  to  personal  health  are  not  so  apparent.  In  the  light  of 
present  knowledge  it  is  our  aim  to  consider  what  mortality  and  morbidity 
can  be  prevented.  Prevention  can  be  divided  into  three  stages  and  in 
each  decade  of  life  this  discipline  can  be  used.  Primary  or  absolute,  as 
for  example  in  the  immunisation  to  infectious  disease,  secondary  in  the 
early  detection  and  therefore  elimination  of  an  illness  already  evident  as 
in  early  cancer,  and  finally  tertiary,  the  amelioration  of  or  delay  in 
deterioration  in  the  chronic  diseases  such  as  those  affections  of  bones  and 
joints  that  cause  so  much  long-term  suffering  and  crippling,  and  finally 
to  anticipate  the  needs  of  the  elderly  early  and  prevent  breakdown. 
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There  still  remains  a  heavy  toll  of  early  and  unnecessary  death, 
particularly  from  arterial  disease  resulting  in  coronary  thrombosis  and 
strokes;  from  accidents  in  the  home  and  on  the  road;  and  in  the  need  to 
detect  early  cancer.  Details  on  these  subjects  are  included  in  Section  A 
of  the  report.  Finally  research  into  the  causation  of  disease  proceeds 
concurrently,  and  for  this  adequate  resources  are  required. 

In  the  field  of  mental  illness  while  many  material  anxieties  have  been 
removed  there  is  no  lessening  of  this  affliction.  Is  the  occurrence  of 
mental  illness  higher  or  lower  in  countries  where  individual  freedom  is 
curtailed,  where  life  has  to  be  endured  rather  than  enjoyed  ?  We  know 
that  during  the  war  there  was  little  neurotic  illness.  When  the  need  for 
aggression,  for  discipline  even  endurance  is  removed,  there  would  appear 
to  be  no  lessening  of  mental  illness.  Instead  aggression  appears  in  the 
form  of  car  accidents,  vandalism,  and  crime;  lack  of  discipline  in  sexual 
promiscuity  (with  an  increase  in  venereal  disease)  and  drug  taking,  and 
perhaps  the  elimination  of  the  need  to  endure  hardship  in  neurosis  and 
depression.  The  etiology  of  mental  illness  is  a  perplexing  one,  and  while 
many  are  employed  in  endeavouring  to  alleviate  sickness  already  estab¬ 
lished  few  are  yet  considering  its  primary  prevention. 

I  recollect  at  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  hearing  the 
view  that  full  provision  of  medical  care  together  with  advances  in  tech¬ 
niques  would  soon  eliminate  the  need  for  that  branch  of  the  profession 
whose  practice  was  devoted  to  prevention.  It  would  appear  instead  that, 
though  the  objectives  may  change,  the  challenge  is  as  great  as  ever. 

On  a  personal  note  I  had  the  honour  to  hold  office  as  Chairman  of 
the  Northamptonshire  division  of  the  British  Medical  Association;  was 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  Oxford  Region  of  Public  Health  Medical 
Officers  for  the  fourth  year,  and  represented  that  Region,  again  for  the 
fourth  year,  on  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  British  Medical 
Association.  I  was  also  again  appointed  to  the  Whitley  Council  Staff 
Side. 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Powell  for  his  excellent  work 
throughout  the  year,  and  for  his  help  in  the  compilation  of  this  report, 
to  his  staff  and  the  Chairman,  the  Clerk  and  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  interest  and  support.  I  wish  also,  to  thank  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  his  ready  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOAN  M.  ST.  V.  DAWKINS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Town  Hall, 

Towcester, 

Northants. 

Tel:  Towcester  211. 
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SECTION  A. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Social  Conditions— The  district  is  situated  in  the  south-eastern  sector 
of  Northamptonshire  its  southern  boundary  being  common  with  that  of 
Buckinghamshire.  In  general  the  district  has  retained  its  essentially 
rural  character  despite  the  continued  encroachment  of  private  housing 
estates  into  the  countryside.  Almost  all  the  new  building  that  has  taken 
place  in  recent  years  has  been  confined  to  that  undertaken  by  private 
speculative  sources.  For  this  reason  the  district  has  attracted  a  sub¬ 
stantial  number  of  retired  persons  and  has  become  a  residential  area  for 
others  employed  in  neighbouring  industrial  centres  and  even  for  those 
commuting  daily  as  far  as  London. 

No  new  industries  have  been  established  so  that  apart  from  employ¬ 
ment  in  agriculture  the  largest  existing  commercial  concerns  are  the 
Plessey  Com.pany’s  electrical  components  factory  at  Towcester,  the  oxide 
pigment  works  at  Deanshanger  and  the  private  abattoir  and  meat  products 
factory  at  Blisworth.  Also  contained  within  the  district  is  the  Allen- 
Clarke  research  establishment  at  Caswell. 

The  district  also  has  within  its  confines  the  Towcester  racecourse,  the 
Silverstone  motor  racing  circuit,  Cosgrove  Lodge  Park,  the  Waterways 
Museum  and  several  miles  of  the  Grand  Union  Canal.  Collectively  these 
are  responsible  for  attracting  many  thousands  of  visitors  during  the  year 
and  bring  their  attendant  problems  for  the  public  health  department. 

Area — The  area  of  the  district  is  59,005  acres. 

Population — The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  resident 
mid-year  population  for  1971  to  be  21,380  as  compared  with  19,210  for 

1970.  The  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  amounts  to  307  as  compared  with  297  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths — The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  by  the 
Registrar-General  after  adjustment  for  outward  and  inward  transferable 
deaths  was  181  as  compared  with  189  for  1970.  The  crude  death  rate 
based  on  the  mid-year  population  was  8.5  as  compared  with  9.8  for  1970. 
The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  the  quinquennium,  1967- 

1971,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and 
the  Administrative  County. 


Death  Rates,  1967-1971 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Towcester  R.D. 

9-7 

9-8 

10-8 

9-8 

8-5 

Administrative  County 

10-1 

10-9 

10-9 

10-70 

10-09 

England  and  Wales  . . . 

11-2 

11-9 

11-9 

11-7 

11-6 
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A  list  of  causes  of  death  classified  according  to  the  iVbridged  List  of 
Causes  of  Death  as  used  in  England  and  Wales  is  given  in  Table  No.  1, 
whilst  the  history  of  the  rate  together  with  other  vital  statistics  for  1919- 
1971  is  shown  in  Table  No.  2. 

In  order  to  make  allowances  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
populations  in  different  areas,  the  Registrar-General  has  calculated  the 
area  comparability  factor  which,  when  multiplied  by  the  local  death  rate, 
allows  a  truer  local  death  rate  of  8.07.  The  ratio  of  local  adjusted  death 
rate  to  national  rate  being  .70. 

Births — The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  district  was  488 
(247  males,  241  females)  as  compared  with  486  in  1970  thus  giving  a  birth 
rate  of  22.8  per  thousand  of  population,  as  compared  with  25.3  in  1970. 
The  following  table  shows  a  birth  rate  for  the  quinquennium,  1967-1971 
together  with  the  other  rates  for  comparison. 

Birth  Rates,  1967-1971 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Towcester  R.D. 

20*3 

22-2 

21-9 

25-3 

22.8 

Administrative  County 

18-0 

18-80 

18-10 

17-70 

18-48 

England  and  Wales  . . . 

17-2 

16-9 

16-3 

16-0 

16-0 

The  local  birth  rate,  when  modified  by  the  application  of  the  area 
comparability  factor  of  1.09,  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  24.9  as  compared 
with  16.0  for  England  and  Wales.  The  ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate 
to  national  rate  being  1.55. 

Stillbirths — The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  was  5,  as  compared 
with  8  in  1970.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  10.0  per  thousand  total 
live  and  still  births. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate — 23  illegitimate  live  births  (13  males,  10 
females)  were  registered  as  compared  with  22  in  1970.  This  number  gives 
a  rate  of  5.0  per  cent  live  births  as  compared  with  6.51  for  the  County. 

Infant  Mortality — The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  attaining 
their  first  birthday  was  10.  The  rate  per  thousand  related  live  births 
was  20.0  which  is  higher  than  the  national  rate  of  18.0. 


Deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  Live  Births 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Towcester  R.D. 

9-0 

15-1 

10-0 

8-0 

20-0 

Administrative  County 

18-0 

19-0 

16-0 

18-05 

17-92 

England  and  Wales  . . . 

18-3 

18-0 

18-0 

18-0 

18-0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  numbered  9  giving  a  rate  of  19.0  per 
thousand  legitimate  live  births. 

One  illegitimate  infant  death  was  recorded. 

Neo-Natal  Mortality — Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  amounted  to 
7,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  total  live  births  of  14.0.  Deaths  of  infants 
under  one  week  amounted  to  6. 
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Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  total  11,  giving  a 
perinatal  mortality  rate  of  22.0  per  thousand  total  live  and  still  births. 

Maternal  Mortality — No  death  was  recorded. 

Causes  of  Death 

The  great  preponderance  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulation  is  once  more  evident,  making  a  total  of  94.  63  died  from 

coronary  disease  alone,  while  7  died  from  other  heart  diseases,  a  further 
18  from  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  and  4  from  other  circulatory 
diseases. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  constitute  therefore  over  one 
half  of  the  total  deaths.  Cancer  remains  again  the  second  cause  of 
death,  taking  this  year  29,  a  decrease  of  7  on  last  year.  7  died  (all  males) 
from  cancer  of  the  lung,  a  decrease  of  6  on  1970. 

However,  out  of  a  total  of  181  deaths,  49  persons  died  before  the  age 
of  65.  The  cause  of  their  deaths  were  predominantly  due  to  cancer, 
arterial  disease  and  accidents. 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

Cancer  of  the  Lung — Cigarette  Smoking 

The  recently  published  report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  on 
Smoking  and  Health  Now,  states  that  premature  death  and  disabling 
illness  caused  by  cigarette  smoking  have  reached  epidemic  proportions 
and  present  the  most  challenging  of  all  opportunities  for  preventive 
medicine  in  this  country.  It  maintains  that  the  challenge  remains 
unanswered  and  that  the  Government  has  done  little  to  curb  smoking. 

The  fatal  effects  of  tobacco  smoking  are  almost  restricted  to  cigarette 
smokers  and  increase  with  the  amount  smoked.  Cigarette  smokers  are 
about  twice  as  likely  to  die  in  middle  age  as  are  non-smokers.  It  is  said 
that  50,000  deaths  a  year  can  be  attributed  to  cigarette  smoking  either 
from  cancer  of  the  lung  (of  which  there  were  in  1971  30,746  deaths, 
25,137  males,  5,609  females),  chronic  bronchitis,  emphysema,  coronary 
disease,  cancer  of  mouth,  larynx  and  oesophagus  and  certain  other 
cancers  which  are  commoner  in  cigarette  smokers. 

In  spite  of  all  the  publicity,  and  few  smokers  indeed  must  now  not 
be  aware  of  the  harmful  effects  of  smoking,  the  only  group  of  individuals 
who  have  stopped  smoking  are  doctors,  and  only  one-third  of  doctors 
smoked  cigarettes  compared  with  two-thirds  of  other  men.  In  fact 
among  women  the  smoking  habit  has  increased. 

It  is  essential  that  those  who  already  smoke  must  be  persuaded  to 
give  up  smoking,  but  the  greatest  challenge  is  to  succeed  in  convincing 
young  people  that  they  should  never  start  to  smoke,  and  the  need  for 
doctors,  teachers  and  others  who  have  contact  and  influence  with  children 
to  set  an  example  cannot  be  over-emphasised. 

Many  other  measures  are  needed,  such  as  the  restriction  of  smoking 
in  public  places  and  at  work,  limitation  of  advertising  and  gift  and  coupon 
schemes,  the  printing  of  warning  notices  on  cigarette  packets  and  ever 
widening  publicity  of  the  dangers  on  the  mass  media. 
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Those  who  already  smoke  need  special  advice  and  clinics  should  be 
established  to  assist  them.  They  should  be  advised  to  turn  to  the  less 
harmful  pipe  and  cigar.  To  smoke  few  cigarettes,  inhale  less,  to  smoke 
less  of  each  cigarette,  take  fewer  puffs  and  use  cigarettes  with  a  lower 
tar  and  nicotine  content. 

Other  Cancers 

The  causes  of  cancer,  apart  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  remain  still  to 
be  ascertained.  However  some  progress  is  being  made,  and  different 
methods  of  controlling  the  cancerous  diseases  have  greatly  increased  in 
effectiveness  in  recent  years.  Research  is  providing  information  which 
will  help  in  prevention,  in  early  detection  and  treatment.  New  tech¬ 
niques  for  detection  including  mammography  and  xerography,  cytology 
and  immunodiagnosis  are  being  used  and  further  improved,  while  chemo¬ 
therapy  with  carcinostatic  drugs  and  hormones  and  perhaps  immuno¬ 
therapy  in  the  future,  may  all  prove  to  be  new  and  effective  chemo¬ 
therapeutic  agents.  At  present  early  detection  and  new  and  more 
effective  treatment  have  restored  numerous  patients  to  lives  of  good 
quality  for  many  years. 

Arterial  Disease 

The  incidence  of  early  degenerative  disease  of  the  arteries,  particularly 
in  males,  is  increasing  in  all  cultivated  societies  of  the  world.  Its 
prevention  is  one  of  the  great  challenges  of  modern  medicine.  Men  in 
their  prime  at  a  time  of  their  major  contribution  to  the  community  are 
struck  down  by  coronary  thrombosis  or  strokes.  The  causes  are  multiple, 
and,  as  stated,  cigarette  smoking  is  probably  a  factor.  As  well  as  being 
part  of  the  process  of  ageing  hereditary  factors  are  involved  in  some. 
Women  are  less  affected  until  after  the  menopause,  indicating  a  hormonal 
protection.  The  only  clear  evidence  is  that  the  incidence  is  lower  in 
those  who  take  regular  physical  exercise  and  who  are  not  obese.  This 
salient  feature  needs  emphasis,  as  it  is  easy  in  a  modern  industrialised 
society  with  the  majority  occupied  in  sedentary  occupations,  the  wide¬ 
spread  use  of  motor  transport  and  television,  for  many  to  become 
physically  inactive.  It  is  wise  to  establish  a  way  of  life  soon  after  leaving 
school  in  which  there  is  regular  participation  in  physical  exercise  which 
can  be  suitably  modified  to  the  passing  years.  This  combined  with  some 
moderation  in  the  consumption  of  food,  may  help  to  prevent  the  early 
onset  of  arterial  disease. 

Accidents 

The  yearly  toll  of  injury  and  death  from  road  accidents  mounts 
steadily.  In  an  overpopulated  island  with  congested  roads,  and  with 
an  anticipated  increase  of  numbers  of  vehicles  annually,  it  must  be 
expected  inevitably  that  this  death  rate  will  not  decline.  However  the 
majority  of  deaths  (and  injuries)  occur  in  males  in  the  age  group  19-24. 
The  young  male  would  appear  to  be  the  participant  and  may  be  the 
cause  of  transgression  on  the  road.  It  would  suggest  that  there  is  a  field 
for  action  in  the  education  of  this  group  in  the  principles  of  road  safety, 
which  could  start  at  school.  In  1971  7,696  were  killed  on  the  roads  as 
compared  with  7,500  in  1970. 
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Deaths  from  accidents  in  the  home  are  also  continuing  at  a  rate 
which  is  far  too  high.  Elderly  people  are  by  far  the  most  frequent 
victims  of  fatal  home  accidents,  and  in  1970  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
people  who  died  in  this  way  were  aged  65  and  over.  Seventy-eight  per 
cent  of  the  deaths  in  this  particular  age-group  were  caused  by  falls. 
Children  under  five  years  old  accounted  for  over  10  per  cent  of  the  total. 

In  England  and  Wales  during  1970  a  total  of  6,482  people  died  as  a 
result  of  accidents  in  and  around  the  home.  This  is  25  (or  0.4  per  cent) 
fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  Further  analysis  indicates  that  although 
116  more  people  died  in  residential  institutions,  the  number  of  deaths 
which  occurred  in  private  homes  fell  by  141. 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Facilities — The  bacteriological  work  associated  with  the 
control  of  infectious  diseases  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service,  whose  laboratory  at  Northampton  General  Hospital 
is  in  the  charge  of  Dr.  L.  Hoyle,  The  bacteriological  examination  of 
water,  milk,  food  and  ice-cream  is  also  carried  out  by  Dr.  Hoyle  whose 
services  are  invaluable  to  the  district  particularly  since  the  establishment 
of  the  new  abattoir  has  greatly  increased  the  number  of  specimens  of 
diseased  meat  which  need  to  be  examined  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ambulance  Facilities — This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  County 
Council.  The  ambulance  vehicles  are  housed  at  the  new  Health  Centre 
in  Towcester  which  is  now  completed.  The  Centre  also  provides  rest 
rooms,  etc.  for  the  personnel  as  well  as  suites  of  consulting  rooms  for  the 
local  general  practitioners. 

Hospitals — There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district.  Infectious  disease 
cases  which  require  hospital  treatment  are  accommodated  by  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board  at  their  Harborough  Road  Hospital,  Northamp¬ 
ton,  which  is  under  the  management  of  the  Northampton  Hospital 
Management  Committee.  There  is  one  small  private  nursing  home  in  the 
district  catering  specially  for  the  aged  and  chronic  sick. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  and  Clinics — Infant  welfare  centres  are  held  at 
Blisworth,  Deanshanger,  Old  Stratford,  Potterspury,  Silverstone,  Tow¬ 
cester  and  Yardley  Gobion  and  the  mobile  clinic  attends  at  Blakesley, 
Blisworth,  Greens  Norton,  Pattishall,  Tiffield  and  Wappenham.  Trans¬ 
port  facilities  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  various  parts  of  the 
districts  for  mothers  and  children  to  attend  clinics  at  a  nearby  centre. 

Nursing  in  the  Home,  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors  Services — The 

whole  of  the  district  is  covered  by  these  services  either  by  the  district 
nurses  or  the  health  visitors,  who  are  now  based  at  the  Health  Centre  in 
Towcester. 

The  Home  Help  Service — Since  April,  1971,  this  service  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Social  Services  Department  of  the  County  Council.  ,  It  is  a 
very  necessary  service,  and  affords  considerable  benefit  to  the  community, 
both  to  domiciliary  maternity  cases,  and  in  the  case  of  old  people  who 
can  remain  comfortably  at  home,  and  who,  without  this  help,  would  be 
in  institutions. 

Care  and  After-Care  Service — The  County  Council  provide  a  number 
of  facilities  in  respect  of  the  crippled,  aged  persons,  diabetics  and  the 
mentally  ill.  They  are  also  responsible  for  the  preventive  services 
against  tuberculosis. 
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National  Assistance  Acts — The  removal  to  suitable  premises  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Council. 
Instant  removal  or  urgent  cases  can  now  be  obtained  on  the  joint  certi¬ 
ficate  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  a  general  practitioner.  This 
procedure  makes  it  unnecessary  for  an  application  to  be  made  to  a  court 
of  summary  jurisdiction  until  three  weeks  after  the  removal.  Action 
under  this  Act  was  found  necessary  in  one  case  during  the  year. 

The  Council  are  also  responsible  in  certain  circumstances  for  the 
burial  or  cremation  of  the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  has  been 
found  dead  in  the  district.  No  such  burials  were  dealt  with  during  the 
year. 

Welfare  of  the  Aged — 

Services  for  Old  People 

The  following  provide  services  for  old  people: 

1.  The  National  Health  Service 

(a)  General  Practitioner  Service 

(b)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services 

2.  The  County  Council 

(a)  The  Health  Department 

(i)  District  Nurses 

(ii)  Health  Visitors 

(iii)  Chiropody  Services 

(iv)  Certain  home  equipment 

(b)  The  Social  Services  Department 

From  the  1st  April  1971  the  Social  Services  Department  was 
established  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local 
Authority  Social  Services  Act,  1970.  In  Northamptonshire  the 
department  was  formed  by  the  amalgamation  of  the  former 
Children's  and  Welfare  Departments,  together  with  several 
functions  which  were  previously  the  responsibility  of  the  Health 
Department,  including  certain  child  health  functions,  care  of  the 
handicapped,  and  Mental  Health  and  Home  Help  sections. 

The  following  services  are  now  provided  for  the  elderly  by 
this  Department: 

(i)  Home  Help  Service.  This  is  of  inestimable  value  in  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  breakdown  in  the  aged,  and  many  are  able  to  remain  in 
their  own  homes  who  would  otherwise  have  to  be  removed  to 
institutions 

(ii)  Residential  Accommodation 

(iii)  Holidays  for  the  elderly 

(iv)  Special  services  for  the  blind  and  deaf,  and  home  fittings  where 
necessary. 

3.  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 

Financial  help  where  necessary. 

4.  The  District  Council 

Homes  for  the  aged,  flats,  and  in  some  cases  flatlets  with  Warden 
supervision. 
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5.  Voluntary  Organisations 

These  are  many  and  services  vary  in  different  areas.  They  include 
holiday  schemes  in  which  old  people  are  taken  on  seaside  holidays  in 
off-season  times;  the  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs;  “  Meals  on  Wheels  ” 
Service;  the  Home  Visiting.  The  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service 
very  often  undertakes  many  of  the  above  duties,  while  in  other  areas 
local  voluntary  committees  run  the  various  organisations.  The  Rural 
Communities’  Council  together  with  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee, 
provide  co-operation  between  the  various  services. 

The  following  villages  have  old  people’s  clubs: 

Blakesley  and  Woodend;  Blisworth;  Cosgrove;  Deanshanger; 
Greens  Norton  and  Bradden;  Old  Stratford;  Pattishall;  Paulerspury; 
Potterspury;  Towcester;  Wappenham,  Slapton  and  Abthorpe;  Whittle- 
bury;  Wicken  and  Yardley  Gobion. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply— Water  for  domestic,  agricultural  and  industrial 
purposes  is  distributed  throughout  the  district  by  means  of  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  network  of  public  mains  which  conveys  water  to  within  easy  reach 
of  practically  every  part  of  the  area.  The  Bucks  Water  Board  is  the 
statutory  undertaker  responsible  for  maintaining  the  supply  which  is  now 
obtained  from  a  number  of  sources;  locally  from  the  river  gravels  near 
Buckingham,  the  water  being  processed  at  Foxcote  before  being  pumped 
into  the  system  serving  the  Towcester  rural  district  at  Whittlebury.  This 
supply  is  augmented  by  other  sources  situated  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  Board’s  extraction  area  and  also  from  Grafham  Water.  Because  of  the 
increasing  demand  and  of  the  development  at  Milton  Keynes  it  is  expected 
that  increasing  quantities  of  water  will  need  to  be  drawn  from  the  Great 
Ouse  Water  Authority  at  Grafham  and  eventually  from  Empingham 
reservoir  now  under  construction  in  Rutland.  It  is  anticipated  that  these 
supplies  should  be  sufficient  until  the  mid  1980’s  when  a  further  large 
regional  scheme  will  be  needed. 

Storage  and  balancing  reservoirs  are  situated  in  the  Towcester  rural 
district  at  Maidford,  Field  Burcote,  Tiffield  and  Paulerspury  and  at  the 
time  of  writing  work  on  the  construction  of  a  covered  two  million  gallon 
reservoir  at  Deanshanger  is  well  advanced.  The  latter  will  be  one  of  the 
principal  storage  points  for  the  city  of  Milton  Keynes. 

Ample  supplies  of  water  for  all  purposes  were  maintained  in  the 
district  during  the  year  but  a  few  outlying  properties  situated  at  the  ends 
of  branch  mains  have  suffered  loss  in  pressure  which  should  be  improved 
by  the  installation  of  new  booster  stations  at  Towcester  and  Maidford. 
Numerous  complaints  were  received  during  the  summer  months  of  1971 
regarding  the  discolouration  of  the  mains  supply  particularly  in  one 
village.  Solids  in  suspension  were  the  apparent  cause  of  the  trouble  and 
the  concern  of  the  consumers  was  appreciated  although  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  of  samples  proved  the  water  to  be  safe  and 
quite  satisfactory  despite  the  fact  that  the  appearance  on  occasions  left  a 
lot  to  be  desired.  Sampling  was  carried  out  over  the  whole  district  by  the 
health  department  and  the  question  of  discolouration  taken  up  with  the 
Board  by  the  chief  public  health  inspector.  All  samples  proved  satisfac¬ 
tory  both  during  the  period  that  the  trouble  was  being  experienced  and 
in  routine  sampling  during  the  year.  The  Board  explained  that  there 
was  increasing  difficulty  in  treating  water  from  river  sources  arising  from 
the  presence  of  greater  quantities  of  those  chemicals  which  act  as  nutrients 
to  plant  life  hence  the  frequent  problems  of  algae  in  the  summer  months. 
It  was  due  to  the  latter  that  the  treatment  was  chemically  less  efficient 
and  as  a  consequence  it  was  difficult  to  keep  the  iron  content  in  the  final 
water  at  a  sufficiently  low  level  to  prevent  discolouration.  It  was  likely 
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that  the  Board  might  have  to  review  the  treatment  at  Foxcote  but  in  the 
meantime,  by  continually  changing  the  source  from  the  river  itself  co  the 
storage  reservoir  and/or  the  gravel  pits,  the  Board  endeavoured  to  draw 
whichever  raw  water  would  give  the  best  final  treated  water.  The 
flushing  and  swabbing  of  mains  was  also  carried  out  locally  in  order  to 
reduce  the  discolouration  as  rapidly  as  possible  but  this  method  has 
particular  difficulties  in  a  wide  rural  district. 

Two  private  estates,  together  with  some  isolated  farms,  still  depend 
on  private  sources  of  supply.  The  latter  are  mostly  shallow  wells  or 
springs  but  in  one  instance  the  source  is  an  artesian  borehole  about  100 
feet  in  depth  which  supplies  water  for  an  industrial  project  as  well  as  a 
private  estate.  Water  from  the  latter  became  suspect  because  of  an 
unpleasant  smell  which  was  apparent  when  pumping  started  each  morn¬ 
ing.  Some  concern  was  felt  because  of  the  proximity  of  a  main  sewer 
and  the  health  department  was  asked  to  investigate.  The  water  was 
clear  and  excellent  in  appearance  and  from  past  experience  of  similar 
sources — once  owned  by  the  Council — it  was  concluded  that  the  taint 
was  harmless  and  arose  from  the  breakdown  of  chemical  salts  normally 
found  in  water  from  all  kinds  of  sources  but  accompanied  in  this  case  by 
iron  bacteria  ”  which  were  responsible  for  the  trouble.  Chemical 
samples  confirmed  the  decision  and  bacteriological  examination  showed 
the  supply  to  be  entirely  free  from  harmful  organisms  of  any  kind. 
Samples  from  three  other  private  supplies  proved  bacteriologically 
satisfactory  but  in  two  more  cases  the  supplies  proved  to  be  contaminated 
with  faecal  type  pollution.  The  use  of  one  of  the  latter — a  surface 
spring — was  discontinued  and  the  premises  connected  to  the  public 
mains.  In  the  second  case  however — one  of  a  group  of  isolated  properties 
— means  had  to  be  introduced  to  ensure  the  continuous  sterilisation  of  the 
water  used  for  human  consumption.  Fortunately,  a  new  main  laid  by 
the  Board  in  this  vicinity  has  now  made  it  possible  for  these  properties  to 
obtain  water  from  the  public  supply. 

The  complexity  of  the  Board’s  distribution  system  makes  it  difficult 
to  measure  precisely  the  consumption  in  the  Towcester  rural  district,  but 
it  is  estimated  that  420,000,000  gallons  was  the  total  consumption  from 
the  public  mains  for  all  purposes  for  1971.  On  the  mid-year  estimate  of 
population  this  represents  just  over  57  gallons  per  head;  the  metered 
supplies  averaged  19.78  and  domestic  37.55  gallons  per  head  per  day. 
This  continues  the  trend  found  in  recent  years,  namely,  that  the  total 
consumption  is  increasing  not  only  because  of  increase  in  population  but 
also  because  of  the  increase  in  personal  domestic  consumption.  The 
per  capita  consumption  did  not,  of  course,  include  the  consumption  from 
private  sources  so  that  the  actual  domestic  consumption  is  probably  in 
the  region  of  40  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Twelve  samples  of  water  from  the  public  mains  submitted  by  the 
health  department  for  bacteriological  analysis  proved  satisfactory  but  of 
146  samples  examined  by  the  Board  two  indicated  the  presence  of  coliform 
organisms  which  had  cleared  on  re-examination  and  were  probably 
attributable  to  faulty  sampling  techniques. 

The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  water  in  the  district  is  appro¬ 
ximately  0.2  p.p.m.  and  has  hardness  to  the  extent  of  240  p.p.mi.  tem¬ 
porary  and  120  permanent.  The  private  supplies  are  somewhat  harder 
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but  none  of  the  supplies  (private  or  public)  exhibit  any  plumbo-solvent 
properties. 

Swimming  Baths — The  recently  constructed  covered  and  heated 
swimming  pool  at  Sponne  School,  Towcester  is  in  continual  use  by  pupils 
during  the  school  hours  and  by  private  clubs  etc.  and  the  general  public 
outside  these  hours.  The  Towcester  Rural  District  Council  hire  the  pool 
for  public  use  from  the  Northamptonshire  Education  Authority  who  are 
responsible  for  the  structure,  maintenance  and  running  of  the  filtration, 
chlorination  and  heating  plant.  Samples  of  the  bath  water  taken  from 
the  pool  by  health  inspectors  have  proved  upon  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  privately  owned  pool  open  to  the  public  in  conjunction  with 
other  recreational  facilities  at  Cosgrove  Lodge  Park  has  been  well  main¬ 
tained  during  the  year  and  samples  of  the  water  from  the  pool  have 
proved  satisfactory. 

The  prefabricated  learner  pools  now  installed  in  a  number  of  primary 
schools  are  fitted  with  sterilisation  and  re-circulation  equipment  and 
although  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  these  pools  are  not  receiving 
complete  and  proper  supervision  from  the  point  of  view  of  hygiene  and 
bacteriological  standard  of  the  water,  it  is  felt,  nevertheless,  that  some 
control  should  be  exercised  by  the  health  department  and  samples  have 
been  taken,  with  the  consent  of  the  head  teacher,  when  other  duties  have 
permitted. 

Sewage  Disposal,  Drainage  and  Sewerage — When  the  Towcester 
R.D.C.  came  into  being  in  1935  on  the  amalgamation  of  the  former 
Potterspury  and  Towcester  rural  districts,  the  only  parishes  which  had 
public  sewers  and  some  recognisable  form  of  works  were  Blisworth, 
Towcester  and  Greens  Norton.  The  latter  were  however  not  entirely 
satisfactory  and  as  they  were  becoming  rapidly  outdated  in  design  as 
well  as  carrying  an  increased  volume  of  sewage  effluent  some  modifications 
were  carried  out  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war.  From  1945  to  1960  two 
schemes  were  completed,  one  serving  Cosgrove,  Deanshanger,  Potterspury, 
Wicken  and  Yardley  Gobion  and  the  other  Silverstone.  Progress  in 
sewering  the  district  following  this  period  was  slow  because  of  the  need 
for  a  regional  water  scheme  but  when  this  was  eventually  achieved  the 
Council  decided  on  a  table  of  priority  for  dealing  with  the  remainder  of 
the  district  as  regards  sewage  and  sewerage  disposal.  The  position  to 
date  is  that  all  parishes  have  been,  or  are  in  the  process  of  being,  sewered 
except  Grafton  Regis  (including  Alderton).  The  hamlet  of  Caldecote  in 
the  parish  of  Towcester  is  also  another  centre  of  population  which  is 
awaiting  attention. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  sewered  for  the  first  time,  the  original 
disposal  works  at  Towcester,  Greens  Norton  and  Blisworth  have  been 
replaced  by  more  efficient,  modern  versions  and  most  of  the  sewers  in 
Blisworth  have  also  been  replaced  by  a  new  system.  However,  the 
recent  rapid  expansion  in  the  population  of  the  district,  bringing  with  it 
appreciable  new  housing  development,  together  with  the  extensive 
improvements  carried  out  in  existing  properties  have,  in  some  cases, 
already  increased  the  flow  in  the  sewers  beyond  design  capacity  and  the 
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Council’s  engineering  consultants  are  compiling  reports  on  the  situation 
in  several  such  instances. 

All  properties  within  the  newly  completed  Wappenham  and  district 
sewerage  scheme  have  now  been  connected  to  the  new  sewer  and  work 
has  commenced  on  the  disposal  works  and  sewer  lines  on  the  Blakesley 
and  district  scheme.  All  but  a  few  houses  in  the  effective  area  of  the 
former  have  been  converted  from  pail  to  water  closets  and  only  a  few  of 
these  properties  now  lack  a  bathroom.  The  chief  public  health  inspector 
and  his  staff  are  in  the  process  of  communicating  with  and  interviewing 
owners  of  properties  where  the  conversions  have  not  yet  been  effected 
and  where  the  five  standard  amenities  have  not  been  installed.  Many 
enquiries  are  already  being  dealt  with  from  villages  in  the  Blakesley  area 
where  owners  are  anxious  to  have  the  benefit  of  modern  amenities  as 
soon  as  possible. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  the  storm  relief  sewer  at  Cosgrove  is  under 
construction  so  that  the  danger  of  nuisance  resulting  from  the  entry  of 
sewage  from  surcharged  sewers  into  dwellings  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
village  should  soon  be  obviated.  However,  the  blocking  of  the  pumping 
main  from  Cosgrove  to  Old  Stratford  has  occurred  on  more  than  one 
occasion  and  the  coming  into  operation  of  this  overflow  in  times  of  dry 
weather  due  to  this  cause  could  present  a  health  hazard  to  the  users  of 
Cosgrove  Lodge  Park.  For  this  reason  a  permanent  cure  should  not  be 
delayed. 

Work  on  the  temporary  arrangements  at  Towcester  pumping  station 
for  the  prevention  of  surcharge  of  the  foul  sewers  at  the  southern  end  of 
the  town  is  about  to  begin.  These  pumps  will  eventually  be  replaced 
following  the  introduction  of  the  permanent  scheme  for  the  southern 
area  which  will  comprise  a  new  pumping  station  and  rising  main  for  lifting 
sewage  to  the  outfall  works  at  Cappenham  Bridge.  In  the  same  instance, 
the  latter  are  to  be  extended  to  accommodate  the  1,600  houses  which  are 
going  to  be  allowed  to  be  erected  in  Towcester.  The  rate  of  progress  of 
this  new  development  is  partly  dependent  upon  the  speed  with  which 
the  improvements  and  extension  to  the  foul  sewage  system  can  be  carried 
out  but,  as  the  Council  are  aware,  difficulties  in  obtaining  a  suitable  site 
for  the  pumping  station  are  at  present  holding  up  final  decision  on  the 
project. 

The  other  factor  which  will  influence  the  planning  consent  for  the 
further  development  of  Towcester  is  the  flood  prevention  scheme.  Un¬ 
fortunately  the  cost  benefit  analysis  failed  to  secure  sufficient  grant  from 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  so  that  the  proposals  will 
probably  have  to  be  modified  and  the  anti-flooding  measures  rather 
less  effective  than  originally  intended.  No  flooding  or  surcharge  of  the 
sewers  occurred  during  1971. 

The  Council  maintained  the  night  soil  collection  to  service  pail 
closets  in  those  villages  not  yet  sewered.  But  the  introduction  of  the  new 
sewerage  schemes  has  reduced  the  number  of  pail  closets  considerably. 
At  the  moment  the  collection  covers  89  pail  closets  and  this  number 
should  decrease  further  when  the  Blakesley  scheme  is  in  operation.  As 
previously  stated,  it  is  felt  that  the  time  is  rapidly  approaching  where  the 
number  of  pails  could  be  too  small  to  justify  the  maintenance  of  a  special 
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vehicle  for  this  purpose  and  for  this  reason  it  may  become  policy  for  the 
Council  to  apply  section  47  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  enforce  the  provision 
of  w.c.’s  and  pay  half  the  cost.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Council  have 
hitherto  been  fortunate  in  that  more  than  a  1,000  conversions  have  been 
effected  without  having  to  invoke  this  section.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
however  that  when  the  task  of  sewering  the  main  centres  of  population  in 
the  district  has  been  completed,  it  is  estimated  that  some  300  properties 
will  be  outside  the  effective  areas  of  the  various  sewerage  schemes. 
Most  of  these  properties  are  served  by  septic  tank  systems  and  it  would 
be  equitable  for  the  service  now  operated  by  the  Council  i.e.  an  annual 
free  emptying  of  domestic  septic  tanks,  to  be  continued  for  the  benefit  of 
the  inhabitants  of  these  houses. 

Further  improvements  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  on  the 
Towcester  racecourse  has  made  it  possible  not  only  to  discontinue  entirely 
the  conservancy  system  previously  used  but  also  to  dispose  with  the 
service  of  the  portable  toilets  which  were  hired  for  some  meetings. 

A  further  toilet  block  on  the  Silverstone  race  track  has  been  converted 
from  pail  closets  to  the  water-borne  system  but  the  basic  trouble  still 
remains,  namely,  the  lack  of  proper  sewerage.  The  position  at  the 
moment  is  that  of  the  nine  toilet  blocks  situated  on  that  part  of  the 
circuit  lying  within  the  Towcester  rural  district,  eight  have  now  been 
provided  with  flush  closets  and  wash-hand  basins  together  with  flush 
urinal  accommodation  for  males.  Each  block  is  served  by  a  large 
cesspool  and  it  is  in  the  emptying  of  these  where  the  difficulties  arise, 
partly  because  of  the  large  volume  of  effluent  involved  (particularly 
during  a  national  event)  and  partly  because  of  the  problem  of  conveyance 
of  the  waste  over  rather  long  distances  and  its  ultimate  disposal.  The 
ninth  toilet  block  is  well  equipped  with  pail  closets  but  (taking  into 
account  the  obvious  basic  disadvantages  of  this  system)  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  is  up  to  the  standard 
one  would  expect  to  find  in  outdoor  public  events  ol  this  type.  In  any 
event,  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  carry  out  further  conversions  on  this 
circuit  until  some  more  suitable  form  of  disposal  has  been  decided  upon. 

Public  Cleansing — The  Council  discharges  the  responsibilities  imposed 
by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  by  undertaking  a  weekly  collection  of 
house  refuse,  the  emptying  of  domestic  septic  tanks  and  the  collection 
of  night  soil  in  those  parishes  where  public  sewers  are  not  yet  available. 
Street  scavenging  is  limited  to  the  cleansing  of  the  Watling  Street  at 
Towcester  at  weekends. 

House  refuse  in  the  district  is  collected  weekly  by  employing  two 
vehicles  and  crews  operating  to  the  following  rota: 

“  A  ” 

Wicken,  Wicken  School,  Deanshanger,  Passenham,  Puxley. 
Potterspury,  Cosgrove,  Grafton  Regis,  Alderton, 

Pattishall,  Cornhill,  Fosters  Booth,  Eastcote,  Astcote,  Dalscote, 
Gayton,  Cold  Higham,  Grimscote,  Litchborough,  Caswell  factory. 
Towcester,  Hulcote,  Caldecote. 

Blisworth,  Tif field,  Blisworth  caravan  site,  Blisworth  Arm,  Blisworth 
bacon  factory. 

“  B  ” 

Monday  Old  Stratford,  Yardley  Gobion. 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 
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Tuesday  Paulerspury,  Pury  End,  Wakefield  Estate,  Potterspury  Lodge, 

Whittlebury,  Wood  Burcote. 

Wednesday  Weston-by-Weedon,  Middlethorpe,  Wappenham,  Abthorpe,  South- 
fields  Place,  Silverstone,  Slapton,  Bradden. 

Thursda}^  Towcester,  Heathencote,  Shutlanger,  Stoke  Bruerne,  Towcester 

caravan  sites. 

Friday  Duncote,  Greens  Norton,  Blakesley,  Woodend,  Maidford,  Adstone, 

Foxley,  Seawell  Grounds,  Plumpton. 

There  are  no  byelaws  in  force  in  the  district  relating  to  the  storage 
and  collection  of  house  refuse — the  system  as  at  present  operated  requires 
householders  to  place  their  bins  at  the  kerbside  for  collection  and  to 
remove  them  afterwards.  On  request,  in  the  case  of  illness  or  infirmity 
due  to  old  age,  house  refuse  can  be  collected  from  the  premises.  The  issue 
of  standard  dustbins  as  a  rate-borne  service  is  not  practised  in  the  district 
and  in  view  of  the  proximity  of  local  government  amalgamation  it  would 
seem  inopportune  to  consider  any  far  reaching  changes  at  present. 

The  disposal  of  house  refuse  collected  in  the  district  is  dealt  with  by 
tipping  at  a  central  site  situated  in  a  disused  gravel  pit  near  the  hamlet  of 
Wood  Burcote.  Present-day  house  refuse  has  a  composition  in  which 
paper  and  putrescible  organic  matter  form  the  greatest  proportion  and 
for  this  reason  the  hitherto  accepted  rules  for  controlled  tipping  are  no 
longer  completely  applicable.  Experience  has  clearly  shown,  for  instance, 
in  order  to  eliminate  smell,  fire,  rat  and  particularly  fly  nuisances,  it  is 
imperative  that  a  finished  depth  of  at  least  12  inches  of  inert  material 
shall  be  used  to  cover  the  layers  of  refuse  and  that  no  refuse,  either  on  the 
vertical  or  horizontal  faces  shall  remain  exposed  at  the  end  of  each  working 
day.  The  Council  employ  a  tracked  dozer  and  power-driven  dumper  to 
consolidate  the  refuse  and  to  convey  and  spread  the  covering  material. 
During  the  crucial  months,  however,  it  has  been  found  that  further 
assistance  from  outside  contractors  has  been  necessary  to  ensure  that  the 
difficult  task  of  sealing-off  the  face  is  as  near  perfect  as  possible.  This 
was  successfully  achieved  during  1971  and  no  serious  fly  nuisance  was 
experienced  in  the  neighbouring  hamlet. 

In  order  to  reduce  the  indiscriminate  tipping  of  rubbish  in  hedgerows 
and  ditches  and  other  unauthorised  sites,  the  Council  have,  in  compliance 
with  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  made  available  a  compound  forming  part 
of  the  Wood  Burcote  tip  where  the  public  are  able  to  dispose  of  any 
refuse  or  rubbish  at  times  when  the  tip  itself  is  closed.  This  arrangement 
has  certain  disadvantages  in  that  the  material  placed  in  this  compound 
remains  uncovered  over  week-ends  but  in  the  fly-breeding  season  an 
effort  is  made  to  remove  any  accumulation  either  Saturday  or  Sunday 
but,  as  an  added  precaution,  the  compound  is  treated  with  insecticide  on 
both  days. 

The  annual  collection  of  bulky  refuse — the  type  of  material  not 
collected  during  normal  weekly  collections — is  to  be  modified  and  im¬ 
proved  with  the  aid  of  the  newly  purchased  refuse  collecting  vehicle 
capable  of  crushing  large  objects  and  having  a  greatly  increased  capacity. 
Such  collections  will  be  undertaken  throughout  the  district  on  the  first 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

The  Council  do  not  undertake  to  collect  trade  refuse  but  do  so  on 
request  and  subject  to  appropriate  charges.  Business  undertakings  in  the 
district  are  permitted  to  use  the  central  tip  under  supervision. 
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Rodent  Control — It  is  the  Councirs  duty  under  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  to  deal  with  any  infestation  of  rats  or  mice 
within  the  district  either  by  ensuring  that  the  occupiers  of  an  infested 
property  take  the  appropriate  steps  or  themselves  treating  the  infestation. 
To  carry  out  this  work  the  Council  has  employed  a  full-time  operator 
since  1946  but  even  in  pre-war  days  the  systematic  treatment  of  sewers 
and  refuse  tips  had  already  been  organised.  Consequently,  records  of  the 
disinfestation  of  sewers  in  the  district  have  been  maintained  for  some 
thirty  years  and  most  of  the  public  sewerage  systems  are  either  entirely 
free  from  infestation  or,  as  in  the  case  of  out-dated  systems  such  as  in 
Towcester,  the  infestation  has  been  reduced  to  a  few  areas  in  the  oldest 
parts  of  the  town. 

In  order  to  ensure  the  complete  coverage  of  the  district  the  rodent 
control  service  is  based  on  a  scheme  of  inspection  and  baiting  organised  in 
rotation  so  that  (a)  partial  or  complete  treatment  of  all  sewers  is  achieved 
within  an  eighteen  month  cycle,  (b)  regular  visits  are  paid  to  the  refuse  tip 
and  other  possible  trouble  spots  and  (c)  systematic  surveys  of  all  parts  of 
the  district  are  carried  out  in  accordance  with  a  pre-determined  schedule. 

Any  eradication  or  survey  work  found  necessary  on  domestic  premises 
is  a  rate-borne  service  and  therefore  free  to  house  occupiers  but  com¬ 
mercial  premises  are  dealt  with  on  request  on  a  time  and  material  basis 
plus  10%  for  establishment  charge.  Alternatively,  farm  and  other  trade 
premises  can  take  advantage  of  an  annual  contract  service  which  enables 
such  premises  to  receive  regular  visits  at  approximately  six  weekly 
intervals.  In  addition  to  farms,  present  contracts  cover  the  private 
abattoir,  a  public  pleasure  park,  two  industrial  premises  and  a  private 
school. 

Disinfection — In  the  case  of  common  infectious  diseases  it  is  no  longer 
considered  essential  to  employ  terminal  disinfection.  It  is  however, 
occasionally  carried  out  on  request  and  when  special  circumstances 
render  it  necessary.  In  such  instances  premises,  clothing  and  bedding 
are  treated  with  liquid  or  gaseous  disinfectants. 

Disinfestation — Insects — Properties  in  Wood  Burcote  were  fairly  free 
from  flies  in  1971  during  the  usual  troublesome  period  for  these  pests. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  good  tip  management  was  the  main  reason  for  the 
improvement.  In  addition,  the  health  department  continued  to  take 
all  possible  steps  to  prevent  fly  breeding  by  regularly  spraying  the  refuse, 
several  times  each  day.  During  the  crucial  weeks  this  work  was  repeated 
each  Saturday  and  Sunday  and  particular  attention  paid  to  the  Civic 
Amenities  compound  each  week-end.  Powder  insecticide  supplied  to 
each  refuse  collecting  vehicle  was  applied  to  the  refuse  during  the  course 
of  each  collection. 

Although  a  fair  degree  of  success  can  be  claimed  in  the  prevention  of 
fly  infestation  on  the  Councihs  own  tip,  the  same  cannot  be  said  for  the 
refuse  tip  situated  in  the  district  but  owned  and  operated  by  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  local  authority.  Complaints  received  from  nearby  properties 
were  directed  to  the  appropriate  department  of  that  authority. 

No  case  of  bed  bug  or  flea  infestation  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
department  but  many  wasps  nests,  woodworm  and  several  instances  of 
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ant  infestations  in  Council  owned  property  were  dealt  with.  Other 
properties  were  treated  for  cockroaches,  woolly  bears  and  cluster  flies. 

Factories  Act,  1961 — The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  register  in 
1971  including  power  and  non -power  factories  and  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction  was  108.  Two  outworkers  were  notified  as 
operating  in  the  district  during  the  year  under  Class  1  occupation  relating 
to  the  clothing  industry  and  the  premises  were  considered  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory.  Details  of  inspections  etc.  are  to  be  found  in  a  subsequent  table. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 — There  was  very  little 
alteration  in  the  total  number  of  registrations  in  the  district  at  the  end  of 
1971  as  compared  with  1970.  In  fact,  there  was  a  net  decrease  of  one 
registration  resulting  from  the  closure  of  one  office  and  two  retail  shops 
and  the  introduction  of  one  new  office  premises  and  one  warehouse 
leaving  the  total  at  91. 

Infringements  found  during  the  course  of  inspections  were  of  a 
minor  character  and  were  corrected  before  the  following  visit.  No  cases 
of  overcrowding  were  noticed  and  no  accidents  reported.  Few  premises 
employ  mechanical  methods  of  handling  and  apart  from  one  coal  depot 
the  only  equipment  involved  would  normally  be  an  electrically  operated 
fork  lift  truck. 

A  copy  of  the  leaflet  The  Safe  Use  of  Food  Slicing  Machines  was 
given  to  the  occupier  of  every  registered  premises  in  the  district  where 
such  a  machine  was  in  use  or  likely  to  be  used.  The  subject  of  slicing 
machines  had  already  received  the  special  attention  of  this  department 
and  following  previous  visits  and  discussions  with  shop  keepers  the 
health  inspectors  had  already  secured  the  replacement  of  obsolete 
machines  and  the  adaptation  of  others.  Nevertheless,  the  booklet  has 
served  to  emphasise  the  points  made  by  the  inspectors. 

Moveable  Dwellings — The  opinion  has  been  repeatedly  expressed  in 
previous  reports  that  many  trailer  type  caravans  now  being  used  for 
permanent  residential  occupation  were  not  designed  for  that  purpose  and 
therefore  represent  sub-standard  housing  accommodation.  The  chief 
public  health  inspector  has  submitted  for  the  Council’s  approval  revised 
licence  conditions  which  are  intended  to  apply  to  all  permanent  residential 
caravan  sites  in  the  district.  The  new  conditions,  although  based  on  the 
model  code  originally  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  require  an  improved  standard  of  amenity  on  the  sites 
including  separate  sanitary  and  ablution  accommodation  for  each  caravan. 
As  far  as  the  caravans  themselves  are  concerned,  the  standard  of  accom¬ 
modation  will  be  required  to  comply  with  B.S.S.  3632:  1970  for  permanent 
residential  caravans  which  sets  minimum  standards  for  sizes  and  accom¬ 
modation,  quality  of  materials,  design  and  construction,  installation  of 
internal  equipment,  ventilation  and  fire  protection.  The  implementation 
of  the  new  clauses  in  the  site  licences  should  be  a  considerable  step 
forward  in  raising  the  standards  on  caravan  sites  so  that  this  type  of 
accommodation  bears  at  least  some  comparison  with  that  provided  on  the 
normal  housing  estate.  The  modern  purpose-made  mobile  home  has 
undoubtedly  much  to  commend  it  and  if  situated  on  a  site  offering  high 
quality  amenities  could,  in  certain  circumstances,  contribute  something 
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to  the  housing  stock.  The  importance  of  improved  standards  on  per¬ 
manent  caravan  sites  will,  in  the  near  future,  have  even  greater  significance 
because  the  authors  of  the  Housing  Finance  Act,  1972  seem  to  have 
overlooked  the  consequences  that  are  likely  to  arise  from  the  omission  of 
any  reference  to  tenants  of  caravans  used  for  permanent  housing.  The 
rent  control  of  caravans  has  been  advocated  in  this  report  for  some  years 
but,  in  future,  tenants  of  such  accommodation  will  not  only  lack  the 
right  to  have  fair  rents  fixed  but  will  also  be  without  the  right  to  claim 
rent  allowances.  Tenants  of  caravans  used  for  permanent  housing,  who 
may  already  be  paying  rents  well  in  excess  of  Council  houses  built  to  the 
Parker  Morris  standard,  will  eventually  realise  that  they  are  not  only 
living  in  low  quality  accommodation  but  also  that  they  are  paying 
considerably  more  for  that  dubious  privilege  without  being  able  to  claim 
a  rent  allowance  although  they  could  be  in  receipt  of  a  low  income. 

The  Council  does  not  own  or  operate  a  caravan  site  but  there  are 
seven  licences  in  force  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development 
Act,  1960  for  privately  owned  sites.  Planning  permission  is  a  pre¬ 
requisite  before  a  site  licence  can  be  issued.  The  former  deals  with  the 
overall  suitability  of  a  site  from  its  environmental  and  neighbourhood 
amenity  value  while  the  latter  controls  the  actual  conditions  on  the  site 
itself.  Single  caravans  occupied  three  of  the  licensed  sites  the  remainder 
being  multiple  sites.  Licence  conditions  restrict  the  use  of  one  of  the 
latter  to  an  annual  period  1st  April-3 1st  October  for  the  purposes  of 
stationing  300  recreational  caravans.  The  facilities  provided  on  this 
particular  site  are  superior  to  those  laid  down  in  the  model  code  for 
recreational  sites  and  no  complaints  were  received  by  the  department 
during  the  year  with  respect  to  the  running  or  maintenance  of  the  site. 

The  other  three  multiple  sites  are  intended  for  caravans  used  as 
permanent  residences  and  mainly  let  by  the  site  operator  (who  is  not 
necessarily  the  site  owner)  to  tenants.  The  site  licences  are  valid  for  the 
same  duration  as  the  respective  planning  consents  and  in  the  case  of  one 
multiple  and  two  single  sites  are  for  a  limited  period  only.  Three  of  the 
multiple  sites  therefore  have  consent  in  perpetuity. 

The  owner  of  one  of  the  Towcester  sites  has  continued  to  make  an  effort 
to  improve  the  drainage  facilities  which  has  now  made  it  possible  for 
each  caravan  eventually  to  have  its  own  disposal  arrangement.  The  site 
has  a  capacity  of  approximately  40  caravans  but  has  not  been  free  from 
complaint  chiefly  because,  as  has  already  been  mentioned,  the  caravans 
were  constructed  and  designed  for  recreational  purposes  and  not  as  family 
dwellings. 

The  permanent  site  at  Blisworth  which  has  a  licence  capacity  of  96, 
has  been  greatly  improved  during  the  last  twelve  months  and  is  rapidly 
approaching  the  point  where  all  caravans  will  be  able  to  enjoy  individual 
and  separate  amenities  for  each  caravan.  The  site  layout  has  been 
partly  re-designed  and  also  though  quite  accessible  the  site  is  in  a  situation 
which  has  little  effect  on  the  remainder  of  the  community. 

The  residential  site  at  Tov/cester  to  which  detailed  reference  has  not 
yet  been  made  has,  as  in  previous  years,  given  rise  to  a  number  of  com¬ 
plaints.  This  site  has  been  the  subject  of  reports  from  the  chief  public 
health  inspector  and  the  Council  are  aware  that  the  planning  consent 
expires  on  the  31st  August,  1972.  For  the  latter  reason,  the  revised 
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conditions  agreed  by  the  Council  to  be  applied  in  future  to  all  permanent 
residential  sites  in  the  district,  have  not  been  imposed  upon  this  particular 
site  which  has  a  present  licence  capacity  of  36  caravans.  Apart  from 
any  other  objections  which  may  apply  to  this  site  the  drainage,  both  foul 
and  surface,  present  tecnhical  problems  which  will  be  difficult  to  overcome. 

There  is  one  licence  in  force  issued  under  section  269  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  permitting  the  use  of  land  at  Cosgrove  for  holiday  tents  from 
the  1st  April-31st  October  in  any  year.  This  site  is  amply  served  with 
conveniences  and  other  amenities. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 — This  Act  is  applicable  to 
premises  where  cats  or  dogs  are  boarded  and  does  not  apply  to  premises 
where  dogs  are  kept  primarily  for  breeding  purposes.  Three  licences  are 
in  force  in  the  Towcester  Rural  District,  one  for  premises  at  Yardley 
Gobion  used  as  boarding  kennels  and  cattery,  the  other  two  being  in 
respect  of  catteries  at  Wicken  and  Towcester.  Inspections  of  the  premises 
carried  out  during  the  year  gave  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1961 — This  Act  was  designed  to  ensure  that  the 
conditions  under  which  pets  are  kept  while  being  held  for  sale  are  not 
detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the  animals.  Other  considerations,  such  as 
neighbourhood  and  environmental  amenity,  can  only  be  dealt  with  by 
planning  consent  as  in  the  case  of  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Act.  One  licence  was  in  force  during  the  year  and  the  premises  concerned 
were  found  satisfactory  on  inspection  so  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
bring  any  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  licence  holder. 

Cinemas  and  Halls — Village  halls  in  parishes  already  sewered  have 
been,  almost  without  exception,  brought  up  to  a  satisfactory  standard  as 
regards  sanitary  accommodation  and  kitchen  facilities.  Work  on  other 
halls  in  villages  about  to  be  sewered  has  already  been  discussed  but  the 
situation  relating  to  the  facilities  at  the  Town  Hall  are  unchanged  and 
remarks  made  in  previous  reports  still  apply.  The  improvement  of  the 
latter  is  something  which  must  be  kept  in  mind  for  attention  until  the 
situation  as  regards  premises  has  been  finally  decided  on  reorganisation. 

Public  Health  (Drainage  of  Trade  Premises)  Act,  1937 — Agreements 
are  in  force  in  respect  of  five  commercial  premises  for  the  discharge  of  trade 
effluent  into  the  public  sewers.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Act  (as  amended 
by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961)  farm  premises  fall  within  the  definition  of 
“  trade  premises  ''  so  that  the  occupiers  of  such  premises  are  required  to 
comply  with  appropriate  conditions  for  the  reception  of  farm  effluent 
into  public  sewers.  The  charge  of  £2  per  thousand  gallons  of  effluent  is 
made  in  such  circumstances  and  a  number  of  new  discharges  have  been 
permitted  during  1971  after  a  survey  of  each  farm  carried  out  by  the 
chief  public  health  inspector  who  negotiates  with  the  farm  occupier  on 
behalf  of  the  Council.  Where  the  farmer  is  unable  to  provide  his  own 
effective  system  of  treatment  before  discharge  to  local  ditches  etc.,  there 
is  no  alternative  but  to  accept  farm  effluent  into  the  Council’s  sewers  in 
order  to  prevent  pollution  and  probable  nuisance  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  consents  in  respect  of  20  farms  were  in  force. 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956  and  1968 — No  solid  fuel  commercial  furnaces  now 
remain  in  the  district.  All  factory  chimneys  serve  premises  having 
furnaces  fired  by  liquid  or  gaseous  fuels  and  no  action  arose  during  the 
year  which  made  it  necessary  to  lodge  any  complaint  of  illegal  smoke 
emission  from  factory  premises.  One  application,  received  under  section 
6  of  the  1968  Act,  for  the  erection  of  a  new  chimney  was  approved  after 
the  applicant  agreed  to  a  minimum  height  as  calculated  by  the  chief 
public  health  inspector. 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  concerning  garden  bonfires 
which  were  resolved  informally.  Previous  offenders  having  taken  heed 
of  warnings,  no  action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year  with  regard 
to  bonfires  on  commercial  premises. 

Statutory  Nuisances — Matters  discovered  during  routine  inspections  or 
brought  to  attention  by  complaint  which  could  be  categorised  under  this 
description,  totalled  172.  All  complaints  were  investigated  although 
many  were  subsequently  found  to  be  outside  the  definition  of  ''  statutory 
nuisance  ”  and  were  subjects  for  decision  by  other  authorities,  depart¬ 
ments  or  by  private  injunction. 

Investigations  into  these  matters  involved  370  visits  and  have  not 
been  taken  into  account  in  any  other  part  of  the  report.  x411  but  three 
were  dealt  with  informally;  the  exceptions  called  for  the  services  of 
formal  notices  one  of  which  led  to  proceedings  in  the  Magistrates  Court. 
The  latter  arose  from  an  offensive  accumulation  and  drainage  defects  on 
domestic  premises  and  resulted  in  a  fine  of  £5  with  £15  costs.  The 
offender  subsequently  neglected  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the  Court's 
order  so  that  the  chief  public  health  inspector  had  to  arrange  for  the 
work  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  default.  The  cost  was  eventually 
recovered  as  a  charge  on  the  property. 

Nuisances  dealt  with  arose  from  a  variety  of  causes  including  the 
following:  repairs  to  dwellings  and  other  buildings,  defective  drains  and 
polluted  ditches,  offensive  accumulations,  flooding,  illegal  deposit  of 
house  refuse,  derelict  sites  and  dangerous  structures  and  emission  of  dust 
from  commercial  processes. 

One  of  the  statutory  notices  was  served  in  respect  of  the  latter  i.e. 
the  emission  of  particulate  iron  oxide  into  the  atmosphere  attributable  to 
mechanical  breakdown.  The  use  of  existing  plant  for  a  modified  product 
with  which  the  arresting  system  could  not  cope  was  another  reason.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  subsequent  adjustments  have  not  entirely  eliminated 
the  trouble  but  the  Company  concerned  are  researching  into  the  problem 
and,  in  any  event,  are  employing  the  best  practicable  means  known  to 
them  at  present.  A  monitoring  device  has  recently  been  installed  which 
should  give  earlier  warning  of  failure  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  can  even¬ 
tually  be  linked  with  a  method  for  automatically  halting  the  process  in 
case  of  breakdown.  While  it  is  appreciated  that  the  dust  emission,  when 
it  occurs,  is  an  annoyance  to  residents  in  the  neighbourhood  there  is  no 
evidence  that  it  is  harmful. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  previous  report  to  one  of  the  department's 
most  difficult  problems,  namely,  the  numerous  and  persistent  complaints 
which  are  received  from  occupiers  of  houses  situated  near  farms  where 
intensive  stock  and  chicken  production  is  carried  on.  The  trouble  is 
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practically  constant  in  summer  months  in  the  case  of  piggeries — par¬ 
ticularly  when  situated  near  the  centres  of  villages.  Where  intensive 
poultry  keeping  is  involved,  the  problem  is  usually  confined  to  a  few 
weeks  each  year  when  the  manure  accumulations  are  being  placed  on  the 
land.  Everything  possible  is  done  to  reduce  the  duration  of  the  trouble 
by  ploughing-in  the  offensive  matter  without  delay  but  the  scale  of 
present  intensive  farming  is  such  that  it  often  takes  several  weeks  for  the 
process  to  be  completed.  The  problem  is  likely  to  become  more  acute 
every  year  particularly  while  planning  consent  is  still  permitting  the 
extension  of  new  residential  sites  into  agricultural  areas.  Similarly, 
buildings  formerly  used  for  keeping  10-20  pigs  and  attached  to  farms 
situated  in  the  middle  of  a  village  are  now  frequently  being  adapted  for 
use  for  several  hundred  animals.  The  consequence  is  inevitable  but  with 
existing  legislation  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  more  can  be  done.  It  is  well 
known  that  actions  for  private  injunctions  in  such  cases  have  failed  to 
produce  any  permanent  remedy. 

Another  recently  introduced  source  of  nuisance  in  the  district,  again 
mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  has  resulted  from  the  formation  of 
extensive  lay-bys  created  in  the  process  of  re-aligning  major  roads. 
These  stretches  of  metalled  surfaces  no  longer  used  as  roads  are  officially 
designated  for  parking  and  the  dumping  of  rubbish  in  adjoining  ditches 
and  fields  is  not  the  worst  consequence.  These  lay-bys  are  being  increas¬ 
ingly  used  by  itinerant  groups  as  temporary  stopping  places  and  the 
health  department  feels  convinced  that  the  highway  authority,  who  are 
responsible  for  these  lay-bys,  should  provide  and  maintain  the  sanitary 
accommodation  which  is  badly  needed.  The  power  to  provide  such 
accommodation  has  always  been  available  in  section  87  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  but  section  28  of  the  recently  enacted  Highways  Act,  1971  has 
now  made  it  quite  clear  which  authority  should  provide  these  facilities. 
An  official  circular  from  the  Department  of  the  Environment  confirms 
this  view. 

No  matters  were  drawn  to  the  department’s  attention  during  the 
year  which  needed  any  action  under  the  Noise  Act.  Three  complaints  of 
barking  dogs  on  domestic  premises  were  investigated  and  in  each  case 
advice  was  given  to  the  complainant  that  the  appropriate  action  was 
by  private  injunction.  Despite  the  latter,  the  owners  of  the  dogs  were, 
in  the  first  instance,  interviewed  by  a  public  health  inspector. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 — The  public  health  department 
attends  to  the  registration  of  these  premises  and  carries  out  any  necessary 
inspections  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  whether  any  premises  are  used 
for  the  storage  of  scrap  metal.  During  1971  three  premises  were  registered 
for  this  purpose. 

Petroleum  Storage  Licences — The  number  of  licences  currently  in 
force  in  the  district  is  80  covering  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and 
petroleum  mixtures.  Three  completely  new  installations  were  brought 
into  use  during  the  year  the  work  being  supervised  and  tested  by  the 
public  health  inspectors. 

Extensive  alterations  in  one  and  minor  work  on  several  other  existing 
petrol  stations  were  also  given  attention.  One  premises  was  closed  and 
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three  discarded  underground  tanks  rendered  safe  by  a  specialist  firm 
after  service  of  notice  by  the  chief  public  health  inspector.  All  storage 
premises  have  been  inspected  and  now  conform  with  the  licence  con¬ 
ditions  which  are  based  on  the  Model  Code  of  Principles  issued  by  the 
Home  Office.  Difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  with  a  small  minority 
of  licence  holders  who  have  failed  to  submit  an  annual  certificate  from  a 
competent  electrician  declaring  that  the  electrical  installation  is  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  licence  conditions.  All  have  been 
given  due  warning  and  defaulters  will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council  in  sufficient  time  for  action  to  be  taken  before  licence  renewal  is 
due. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  between  the  British  Racing  Drivers’ 
Club,  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
over  the  future  of  petroleum  storage  at  Silverstone  Circuit.  The  Council 
will  recall  that  special  conditions  apply  to  the  licences  issued  in  respect  of 
this  circuit  but  recently  introduced  international  rules  for  some  types  of 
formulae  racing  will  need  their  revision.  An  entirely  new  system  of 
petrol  storage  and  distribution  will  be  incorporated  in  the  work  of  provid¬ 
ing  the  new  pits  etc.  and  the  chief  public  health  inspector  has  indicated 
how  this  can  be  reconciled  with  the  licence  conditions.  The  new  arrange¬ 
ment  will  simplify  the  procedure  for  pit  refuelling  and  at  the  same  time  it 
should  be  possible  to  incorporate  greater  safety  measures. 

All  retail  sale  points  in  the  district  are  attendant  operated  with  one 
exception — a  note  operated  self-service  station  at  Towcester.  There  are 
no  bulk  storage  depots  in  the  area  so  that  no  delivery  vehicles  operate 
from  the  district  nor  has  a  parking  place  been  provided  by  the  Council 
for  this  purpose. 

Factories  and  garages  have  also  been  inspected  where  petroleum 
mixtures  are  kept  as  solvents  or  for  spraying.  Although  not  necessarily 
requiring  licences,  such  installations  have  to  conform  with  certain  rules 
of  construction  and  other  safety  provisions. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 


The  completion  of  40  new  dwellings  during  the  year  brought  the  total 
number  of  Council  houses  in  the  district  to  2,033  by  the  end  of  1971. 
The  increase  resulted  from  the  erection  of  ten  in  Deanshanger,  two  at 
Blisworth  and  28  at  Towcester.  A  further  42  houses  were  in  the  course  of 
erection  at  Deanshanger,  Blisworth  and  Towcester.  The  30  pre-fabricated 
temporary  houses  built  in  Towcester  in  the  immediate  post-war  period 
have  now  been  demolished  and  the  site  is  available  for  the  erection  of 
further  permanent  housing. 

Modernisation  work  on  the  older  Council  houses  is  continuing  and  the 
position  at  the  end  of  1971  was  that  all  but  287  had  been  brought  up  to 
the  twelve-point  standard.  Priority  was  being  given  to  work  on  155  of 
these  where  the  existing  w.c.’s  were  situated  externally.  The  remaining 
132  hand  w.c.’s  which  were  approached  under  cover  but  the  twelve-point 
standard  could  not  be  satisfied  without  the  provision  of  internal  toilet 
accommodation.  It  is  the  intention  that  all  Council  owned  dwellings 
shall  be  improved  to  the  twelve-point  standard  before  the  end  of  1973  but 
it  is  obvious  that  further  improvements  will  be  needed  on  all  but  the  most 
recently  erected  houses  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  the  higher  level  of 
domestic  amenity  set  by  the  Parker  Morris  standard. 

Substantial  progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  modernisation  of  the 
district’s  private  housing  stock  and  a  recently  compiled  review  of  the 
conditions  of  all  the  houses  in“  the  district  carried  out  by  the  chief  public 
health  inspector  and  his  staff  has  revealed  that  the  present  position  as  far 
as  this  district  is  concerned  gives  cause  for  some  satisfaction. 

It  is  already  evident  from  the  increase  in  the  number  of  grant 
applications  approved  during  1971  that  the  private  landlord  is  becoming 
more  aware  of  the  need  to  improve  his  property.  The  total  number  of 
applications  received  was  56 — an  increase  of  18  over  1970.  Discretionary 
grants  totalled  21,  divided  as  to  17  for  owner/occupied  and  4  for  tenanted. 
Standard  grants  amounted  to  34 — owner/occupied  houses  receiving  26  and 
tenanted  8.  More  than  half  of  the  discretionary  grants  were  eligible  for  the 
maximum  sum  of  ;fl,000  per  dwelling  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
total  amount  paid  on  the  598  dwellings  improved  by  way  of  grant  up  to 
the  end  of  1971  exceeded  £167,000. 

The  houses  known  to  be  in  the  unfit  category  number  less  than  50 
and  this  is  a  clear  indication  that  the  clearance  of  unfit  properties  has 
virtually  been  completed.  Action  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  taken 
during  the  year  against  19  houses  resulting  in  11  demolition  orders,  7 
closing  orders  and  one  undertaking  not  to  occupy  until  made  fit.  In 
addition,  one  previously  made  closing  order  was  rescinded  as  the  house 
had  been  made  fit.  Two  properties,  one  subject  to  a  pre-war  clearance 
order  and  the  other  to  a  previously  made  demolition  order  were  demolished 
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by  the  owners.  A  further  two  houses  were  also  demolished  and  the  sites 
cleared  for  reasons  not  connected  with  the  Housing  Acts. 

With  the  approach  of  local  government  reorganisation  and  the 
certainty  that  the  Towcester  R.D.C.  will  no  longer  exist  after  the  1st  April, 
1974  it  is  perhaps  an  opportune  moment  to  review  the  progress  that  has 
been  achieved  over  the  last  40  years  in  dealing  with  unfit  properties 
and  housing  generally  in  the  district.  Since  the  introduction  of  slum 
clearance  legislation  by  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  action  has  been  taken 
under  this  and  subsequent  Acts  in  the  case  of  1,186  unfit  houses  of  which 
1,029  have  been  demolished.  Records  show  that  the  estimated  number 
of  dwellings  in  the  area  in  1930  was  approximately  4,400  so  that  nearly 
25%  of  the  original  stock  has  now  been  cleared  but  as  the  Council  have 
already  built  more  than  2,000  houses  those  demolished  have  been  replaced 
two-fold.  The  position  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  district’s 
housing  stock  as  shown  by  the  mid-1972  statistical  review  previously 
referred  to  is  set  out  below.  The  mid-year  estimate  of  the  total  number 
of  dwellings  in  the  district  amounted  to  7,515  houses  comprising  5,425 
privately  owned  and  2,090  Council  owned: 


PRIVATE  HOUSING 
(a)  Unfit  Houses 

Subject  to  operative  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  37 

Subject  to  operative  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  29 

Subject  to  operative  clearance  orders  ...  ...  ...  4 

Waiting  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 


Total  unfit  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 


(b)  Houses  not  Unfit 

Up  to  twelve  point  standard  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,631 

Capable  of  improvement  up  to  twelve  point  standard  ...  515 

Not  capable  of  improvement  up  to  twelve  point  standard  ...  180 


Total  number  of  houses  in  district  not  up  to 

twelve  point  standard  ...  ...  ...  695 


Up  to  five  point  standard 

Owner/occupied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

Tenanted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 


Total  number  of  houses  up  to  five  point  standard...  247 


Not  up  to  five  point  standard 

Owmer/occupied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  288 

Tenanted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 


Total  number  of  houses  not  up  to 

five  point  standard  ...  ...  ...  448 

COUNCIL  HOUSING 

Houses  up  to  twelve  point  standard  ...  ...  ...  2,031 

Houses  not  up  to  twelve  point  standard  ...  ...  ...  59 


It  is  evident  from  the  above  that  there  are  an  estimated  number  of 
695  houses  in  the  district  not  up  to  the  twelve-point  standard  but  it  is 
known  that  of  these  247  already  possess  the  five  standard  amenities  thus 
leaving  a  balance  of  448  which  can  be  considered  to  be  sub-standard 
although  not  unfit. 
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It  must  be  emphasised  however,  that  many  houses  in  this  category 
possess  various  combinations  of  one  to  four  of  the  standard  amenities 
and  there  are  cogent  and  practical  reasons  why  the  missing  amenities 
cannot  be  provided  at  present  in  some  of  these  cases.  This  is  particularly 
true  of  those  villages  where  sewers  are  not  yet  available  and  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  when  the  sewerage  schemes  have  been  completed  in  Blakesley 
and  district  a  substantial  number  of  sub-standard  properties  will  be 
improved  to  the  five  amenity,  if  not  the  twelve-point  standard.  Similarly, 
the  provision  of  public  sewers  in  Grafton  Regis,  Alderton  and  Caldecote 
is  bound  to  result  in  improvement  in  the  standard  of  the  housing  stock 
in  those  areas.  When,  therefore,  the  number  of  houses  which  will  benefit 
from  the  introduction  of  new  sewerage  schemes  is  deducted  from  the  448 
estimated  to  be  at  present  lacking  in  the  five  standard  amenities,  there 
should  only  be  a  small  fraction  of  the  total  houses  in  the  district  remaining 
below  this  standard. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  owner/occupied 
houses  not  up  to  the  five  amenity  standard  is  nearly  twice  that  represent¬ 
ing  tenanted  properties  in  the  same  category.  Experience  has  shown  that 
many  of  these  owner/occupiers  are  elderly  and  either  do  not  have  the 
means  to  finance  further  improvements  or  are  reluctant  to  accept  the 
disturbance  which  will  accompany  structural  alteration  to  their  houses. 
It  is  worth  noting  that  there  is  no  form  of  legal  compulsion  which  the 
local  authority  can  apply  in  such  cases.  Any  improvement  can  only  result 
from  persuasion. 

It  should  also  be  pointed  out  that  tenants  of  sub-standard  houses  can 
make  written  representation  to  the  Council  under  section  19  Housing 
Act,  1964  when  owners  fail  to  install  the  standard  amenities.  But  again 
the  experience  has  been  that  tenants  are  reluctant  to  do  so  and  only  one 
such  case  has  been  dealt  with  in  this  district.  Unless  the  tenant  is 
prepared  to  make  the  written  complaint  the  Council  again  have  no  legal 
grounds  for  compulsion.  Whether  the  provisions  for  fixing  fair  rents  and 
the  giving  of  rent  allowances  in  the  Housing  Finance  Act,  1972  (in  the 
case  of  tenanted  houses)  is  likely  to  encourage  owners  to  effect  improve¬ 
ments  or  tenants  to  press  for  them,  remains  to  be  seen. 

It  would  be  fair  to  assume  that  grant  applications  will  continue  to 
be  submitted  at  the  rate  of  50-60  per  annum.  In  addition,  it  is  intended 
to  communicate  with  owners  of  sub-standard  properties  bringing  their 
attention  to  the  grants  which  are  available.  In  the  same  instance 
tenants  of  such  properties  will  be  personally  contacted  and  their  rights 
under  section  19  Housing  Act,  1961  explained.  By  these  means,  coupled 
with  the  normal  flow  of  grant  applications,  it  is  anticipated  that  all 
suitable  houses  should  be  dealt  with  within  5  years.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  deterioration  is  bound  to  occur  to  some  properties  which  will  result 
in  their  relegation  to  the  unfit  category  but  it  is  believed  that  this  will 
only  occur  in  a  few  instances. 

Applications  were  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of  eight 
properties  for  qualification  certificates  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969  which 
enable  the  owners  to  apply  for  the  registration  of  fair  rents.  All  eight 
applications  were  approved  and  the  certificates  issued  after  certain  repairs 
had  been  carried  out  on  the  request  of  the  health  department. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply  — The  general  supervision  of  retail  milk  supplies  in  the 
district  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  the  Council  by  virtue  of  the  Milk  &  Dairies 
(General)  Regulations,  1966.  The  latter  also  apply  to  milk  producers  but 
the  appropriate  controlling  authority  in  that  instance  is  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food.  All  retail  distributors  are  required  to 
register  their  premises  with  the  Council  of  the  district  in  which  they  are 
situated  and  eight  distributors  are  registered  in  this  district.  A  number 
of  other  distributors  with  premises  situated  outside  the  area  are  entitled 
to  retail  in  the  district  because  the  registration  of  their  premises  by  any 
local  authority  entitles  them  to  retail  in  the  area  of  any  other  authority. 

Milk  sold  to  the  public  must  have  been  produced,  processed,  bottled, 
capped  and  labelled  so  as  to  comply  with  the  appropriate  requirements  of 
the  Milk  Special  Designation  Regulations,  1960  &  1963  and  must  fall  into 
one  of  the  following  categories:  ''  Untreated  ”,  “  Pasteurised  ”,  ”  Steri¬ 
lised  ”  and  ”  Ultra  Heat  Treated  ”.  In  order  to  be  able  to  deal  in  milk 
of  any  of  these  designations  a  separate  licence  is  required  for  each  type. 
These  are  issued  by  the  Council  who  operate  the  regulations  under  powers 
delegated  from  the  County  Council.  There  are  no  heat  treatment  plants 
in  the  district  so  that  the  department  is  mainly  concerned  with  retail 
distribution.  The  licences  currently  issued  and  valid  until  31st  December, 
1975  being  as  follows: 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960  and  1963 

Licences  for  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  ...  ...  ...  11 

Licences  for  sale  of  sterilised  milk  ...  ...  ...  10 

Licences  for  sale  of  ultra  heat  treated  milk  ...  ...  4 

Sampling  of  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  carried  out  by  the  health 
inspectors  for  the  purposes  of  checking  on  the  efficiency  of  heat  treatment, 
compliance  with  bacteriological  standards  laid  down  by  the  regulations 
and  examination  for  the  presence  of  specific  organisms  such  as  tubercle  or 
brucella.  The  prevention  of  the  spread  of  communicable  diseases  in 
relation  to  milk  is  still  the  province  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
in  this  respect  the  health  department  is  concerned  with  producers  in  the 
district  as  well  as  retail  distributors.  Thirteen  samples  were  submitted 
to  the  brucella  ring  test  one  being  found  positive.  Forty  samples  of  milk 
comprising  all  the  special  designations  were  taken  from  distributors  and 
submitted  for  their  appropriate  tests  and  all  proved  satisfactory. 

There  were  no  complaints  from  consumers  during  the  year,  regarding 
the  condition  of  milk  bottles. 

Food  Premises — Food  premises  in  the  district  which  are  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960  are  as 
follows: 
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Village  and  general  stores  ...  ...  ...  53 

Greengrocers  and  fruit  shops  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bread  and  confectioners’  shops  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Transport  Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cooked  meat  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hotels  with  catering  facilities  ...  ...  ...  7 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Private  Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Wine  and  Spirit  blending  and  bottling  ...  ...  1 

Ice-cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Towcester  Racecourse — restaurants  etc.  ...  ...  7 

Silverstone  Racing  Circuit — restaurants  etc.  ...  4 


All  food  premises  in  the  district  received  at  least  two  visits  from  the 
public  health  inspectors  during  the  year.  Many  food  premises,  however, 
particularly  those  considered  to  need  special  surveillance  because  of  the 
nature  of  the  food  handled,  received  most  attention.  Ten  informal 
notices  were  served  upon  occupiers  of  food  premises  in  respect  of  breaches 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  but  in  general  the  standard  throughout 
the  district  was  satisfactory.  Representations,  from  the  same  source  as 
previously  reported,  were  made  alleging  an  inadequate  standard  of  food 
handling  of  food  shops  in  Towcester.  As  the  complainant  was  not 
prepared  to  support  the  contentions  by  specifying  actual  premises  or 
incidents  it  was  not  possible  to  verify  whether  any  legal  infringements  had 
occurred.  Nevertheless,  the  attention  of  all  food  handlers  was  called  to 
the  allegations,  in  writing  to  the  owners  and  word  of  mouth  to  handlers 
on  all  retail  food  premises.  It  may  perhaps  be  difficult  for  some  people 
to  accept  that  certain  unsocial  habits,  such  as  blowing  into  bags  and 
licking  of  fingers  to  separate  sheets  of  wrapping  paper,  are  not  necessarily 
infringements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  This  depends  on  the 
context  in  which  the  actions  occur  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  these  are 
matters  best  dealt  with  by  education.  The  public  health  inspectors 
continue  the  practice,  when  visiting  food  premises,  of  impressing  upon 
food  handlers  the  importance  of  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  hygiene 
at  all  times.  The  vital  statistics  for  the  district  over  the  years  should 
reflect,  to  some  extent,  the  degree  of  success  achieved  in  preventing  the 
occurrence  and  spread  of  food  borne  disease  so  it  is  worthwhile  noting  the 
extremely  low  incidence  of  such  diseases  in  the  Towcester  rural  district 
over  the  last  20  years.  All  cases  notified  by  medical  practitioners  are 
thoroughly  investigated  by  the  department  and  without  exception  over 
this  period  no  case  came  to  light  attributable  to  a  local  source  of  infection. 

For  the  same  reason,  and  by  the  very  nature  of  the  products  involved, 
the  large  manufacturing  meat  products  factory  situated  within  the  district 
claimed  a  large  portion  of  the  public  health  inspectors’  time.  The 
co-operation  between  the  company  and  the  health  department  is  very 
satisfactory  and  advice  from  the  health  inspectors  is  readily  accepted  by 
the  management.  The  benefit  received  from  this  close  supervision  is 
illustrated  by  the  fact  that  of  the  250  samples  of  the  different  products 
manufactured  in  this  factory  and  submitted  by  the  health  inspectors  for 
bacteriological  examination,  only  six  were  not  entirely  satisfactory  but 
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even  in  these  instances  no  pathogenic  organisms  were  present.  The  fresh 
meat  packing  plant  recently  installed  by  this  company  is  increasing  the 
output  of  boned  and  “  cry-o-vac  ’’  packed  wholesale  joints  so  rapidly 
that  a  number  of  new  problems  have  resulted,  particularly  with  regard  to 
the  efficiency  of  handling  waste  products,  and  this  aspect  is  being  actively 
pursued  by  the  department. 

One  of  the  informal  notices  referred  to  was  in  respect  of  newly 
established  premises  and  required  the  provision  of  a  wash  hand  basin  and 
a  supply  of  hot  water.  These  were  provided  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
all  premises  where  open  food  was  handled  complied  with  the  regulations 
dealing  with  washing  facilities  for  equipment  and  handlers  (i.e.  Regulation 
Nos.  16  and  19).  Structural  improvements  following  the  visits  of  the 
public  health  inspectors  have  been  carried  out  on  a  number  of  premises 
and  the  examination  of  plans  submitted  under  the  Building  Regulations 
enabled  modifications  to  be  made  before  construction  so  as  to  ensure 
compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  on  completion. 

The  importance  of  stock  rotation  is  another  aspect  being  continually 
impressed  by  the  health  inspectors  on  the  owners  of  retail  food  shops. 
Care  is  essential  not  only  in  ensuring  that  the  shelf  life  of  perishable 
commodities  is  not  exceeded  but  also  that  food  stuffs  in  tins  and  jars  are 
sold  within  a  recommended  period  or  withdrawn  from  sale.  One  instance 
investigated  during  1971  revealed  that  a  case  of  jars  containing  sardine 
and  tomato  spread  had  been  brought  into  circulation  after  three  years 
storage.  In  the  absence  of  legislation  at  the  present  time  requiring 
manufacturers  to  display  an  easily  read  code  showing  the  date  of  prepara¬ 
tion  or  the  shelf  life,  retailers  are  being  constantly  urged  by  the  department 
to  apply  their  own  code  marks  on  receipt  of  the  packages  from  wholesalers. 

Among  other  food  complaints  investigated  during  the  year  arising 
from  retail  sales  within  the  district  were  those  relating  to  the  sale  of  stale 
sausages,  mouldy  apple  pies  and  a  bottle  of  a  well-known  beverage 
containing  a  hair  curler.  These  articles  had  been  manufactured  outside 
the  district.  A  number  of  other  cases  concerning  mouldy  food  sold  to 
residents  in  the  area  were  also  referred  to  the  health  department  of  the 
authority  where  the  sales  had  actually  occurred. 

The  delivery  of  fresh  meat  to  butchers’  shops  in  the  district  by 
handlers  not  wearing  protective  head  gear,  alleged  delivery  of  ice-cream 
products  by  a  nationally  known  company  at  a  temperature  exceeding 
30°F  and  a  complaint  regarding  the  serving  of  tainted  meat  in  a  hotel 
were  other  matters  in  this  category  dealt  with  informally  during  the  year. 

Stalls  and  other  mobiles  where  food  is  handled  are  subject  to  the  Food 
Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966.  All 
such  vehicles  trading  in  the  district  are  inspected  by  the  public  health 
inspectors  when  eneountered.  In  one  instance  a  vehicle  falling  within 
these  regulations  was  found  to  be  used  for  the  sale  of  open  food  without 
having  the  necessary  hand  washing  facilities  or  the  owner’s  name  and 
address  properly  displayed.  The  owner  of  this  vehicle,  based  outside  the 
area,  was  required  to  comply  with  the  regulations  and  the  health  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  authority  concerned  was  notified.  In  another  case  a  mobile 
originating,  but  not  retailing,  from  this  district  was  referred  to  our  health 
department  because  of  the  lack  of  washing  facilities  and  of  the  omission 
of  the  name  and  address.  This  kind  of  control  is  too  haphazard  and  this 
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department  has  always  felt  that  some  form  of  prior  registration  should  be 
enforceable  in  the  case  of  mobile  shops,  and,  indeed,  in  the  case  of  any 
food  handling  premises  before  they  are  allowed  to  be  established. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection — The  small  private  slaughter¬ 
house  at  Potterspury  was  not  in  use  during  1971  so  that  the  whole  of  the 
slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption  in  the  district  was 
confined  to  a  large  private  abattoir  situated  at  Blisworth. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  work  involved  there  is  some  consolation 
perhaps  in  that  it  was  all  concentrated  in  one  large  complex.  As  already 
mentioned,  the  rapid  increase  in  the  extent  of  the  company’s  activities 
connected  with  wholesale  jointing  and  packaging  has  not  only  increased 
the  total  kill  but  has  also  speeded  up  considerably  the  throughput — 
particularly  of  bovines.  As  a  result,  the  total  number  of  animals  slaugh¬ 
tered  during  the  year  amounted  to  118,519 — some  10,000  more  units  than 
in  1970.  The  latter  included  3,000  extra  beef  units  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  there  will  be  a  further  considerable  increase  during  1972  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  only  factor  which  has  prevented  the  cattle  throughput 
being  doubled  is  the  lack  of  slaughtering  space.  The  latter,  as  the  Council 
are  aware,  is  governed  by  planning  consent  and  this  in  turn  is  dependent 
on  the  provision  of  adequate  drainage  facilities.  From  the  Council’s  point 
of  view  the  situation  is  far  from  satisfactory  because  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  local  authority  is  responsible  for  ensuring  that  the 
animals  are  slaughtered  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  relating  to  the 
construction  of  such  premises  and  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty.  It  is 
also  the  Council’s  duty  to  ensure  that  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations 
are  complied  with.  The  present  throughput  is  such  that  the  appointment 
of  a  further  meat  inspector  will  soon  be  justified  but,  for  the  reasons 
already  stated,  lack  of  space  is  already  hampering  the  existing  staff.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  situation  will  soon  be  resolved  so  that  the  necessary 
improvements  can  be  effected. 

It  is  intended  that  the  existing  layout  comprising  the  abattoir,  the 
boning,  cutting  and  packaging  plant  and  the  meat  products  factory  be 
extended  by  the  addition  of  further  buildings.  The  abattoir  itself, 
although  only  completed  in  1963,  is  already  out-dated  and  although 
increased  in  size  by  small  additions  in  the  past  few  years  will  now  only 
just  about  satisfy  the  regulations  for  the  slaughtering  of  meat  for  home 
consumption.  But  as  far  as  the  standard  required  by  the  European 
Economic  Community  is  concerned  the  premises  do  not  qualify.  In 
addition  to  the  reconditioning  and  reconstruction  of  the  slaughterhouse 
other  proposed  building  includes  a  large  canteen,  pig  chilling  rooms,  new 
lairages  (which  are  very  badly  needed)  and  a  veterinary  research  unit — the 
latter  will  no  doubt  also  assist  in  quality  control.  A  number  of  difficulties 
have  arisen  over  the  year,  arising  largely  because  of  the  reasons  already 
described,  to  which  the  health  department  has  had  to  draw  the  company’s 
attention.  There  were  particular  difficulties  with  regard  to  structural  and 
hygienic  maintenance  and  the  disposal  of  waste  products.  The  district 
veterinary  inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food 
carries  out  a  monthly  inspection  of  the  abattoir  and  lairages  and  he  is 
also  expected  to  report  to  his  superiors  on  the  general  efficiency  of  the 
meat  inspection  service.  There  have  been  occasions  on  which  the  chief 
public  health  inspector’s  attention  has  been  drawn  to  certain  deficiencies 
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but,  on  the  whole,  the  reports  have  been  favourable  although  the  veteri¬ 
nary  inspector,  being  aware  of  the  pending  improvements  has  no  doubt 
taken  these  into  account. 

Condemned  Meat  etc. — Satisfactory  arrangements  for  the  removal  of 
condemned  meat  from  the  private  abattoir  were  eventually  achieved  and 
by  the  end  of  1971  all  waste  from  the  slaughterhouse  was  being  removed 
in  locked  and  labelled  containers  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Sterilisation 
Regulations,  1969  and  taken  to  processors  at  Northampton  and  Welling¬ 
borough.  Bovine  livers  rejected  because  of  the  presence  of  fluke  are 
removed  separately  for  pharmaceutical  and  allied  purposes — the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  removal  being  certified  by  the  chief  public  health  inspector  who 
is  authorised  to  do  so  under  the  regulations.  The  quantity  of  waste 
material  required  to  be  dealt  with  is  considerable — the  subsequent  table 
only  shows  that  resulting  from  actual  rejection  during  meat  inspection. 

Other  foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  public  health  inspec¬ 
tors  during  1971  is  also  shown.  This  material  is  removed  in  exchange  for 
a  condemnation  note  and  buried  on  the  Councibs  tip. 

Ice-cream — 78  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream  under  section  16  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  All  ice-cream 
sold  from  these  premises  is  pre-packed,  and  in  each  case  the  ice-cream  is 
stored  in  thermostatically  controlled  refrigerating  cabinets,  complying 
with  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1959. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968 
Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations 
Notification  of  food  poisoning  and  infectious  diseases 


All  provisions  governing  the  notification  of  infectious  disease  and 
food  poisoning  are  in  Sections  47  to  49  of  the  Health  Services  and  Public 
Health  Act,  1968  and  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations, 
1968. 


The  infectious  diseases  to  be  notified  to  the  medical  officer  of  health 

are: 


Acute  Encephalitis 
Acute  Meningitis 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Anthrax 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 

Dysentery  (Amoebic  or 
Bacillary) 

Food  Poisoning 
Infective  Jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptospirosis 
Malaria 


Measles 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  Fever 

Typhus 

Whooping  Cough 
Yellow  Fever 


Since  1968  notification  of  the  diseases  listed  below  is  no  longer 
required: 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  Erysipelas 

Acute  primary  pneumonia  Membranous  croup 

Acute  rheumatism  Puerperal  pyrexia 

Responsibility  for  notifying  a  case  or  suspected  case  of  food  poisoning 
or  infectious  disease  rests  exclusively  on  the  medical  practitioner  attending 
the  patient  unless  he  believes  that  another  practitioner  has  already  notified 
the  case. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  infectious  diseases  notifications  from  104  last 
year  to  75  this  year.  Scarlet  fever  notifications  totalled  2  as  compared 
with  4  last  year. 

Measles — The  incidence  of  measles  notification  decreased.  There 
were  53  cases  as  compared  with  88  in  1970.  While  measles  is  no  longer 
a  major  cause  of  morbidity  in  Britain,  it  is  an  unpleasant  illness  and  few 
reach  adult  life  without  having  contracted  it.  In  addition  in  the  five 
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years  preceding  1968  there  were  467  deaths.  An  infection  of  such 
universality  may  result  in  complications,  including  neurological  sequaelae 
and  respiratory,  eye  and  aural  infections,  and  during  an  epidemic  year 
as  many  as  8,000  hospital  admissions  may  occur. 

The  regular  biennial  cycle  of  epidemics  of  measles  failed  to  occur  in 
the  1968-69  winter  and  again  in  the  winter  of  1969-70  there  was  no 
national  epidemic,  due  probably  to  the  programme  of  immunisation  which 
began  in  1968.  The  suspension  of  vaccination  in  March  1969  of  a  certain 
batch  of  vaccine  led  to  a  shortage  and  the  rate  of  immunisation  has  been 
less  than  sufficient  to  prevent  the  number  of  susceptible  children  increasing 
with  the  new  births  each  year.  It  was  evident  by  the  middle  of  1970  that 
the  incidence  of  measles  would  be  high  as  notifications  markedly  increased 
and  continued  throughout  the  year.  By  mid-1970  sufficient  supplies  of 
vaccine  were  available  and  vaccination  was  resumed,  however  during  late 
1970  and  throughout  1971  there  was  a  significant  rise  of  measles  notifica¬ 
tions  nationally  and  a  campaign,  initiated  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Department  of  Health,  to  promote  further  measles  vaccination  was 
successful  and  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  numbers  of  children 
vaccinated. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  sufficient  number  of  susceptibles  will  now  be 
vaccinated  and  that  1971  will  be  the  last  year  when  a  high  incidence  of 
measles  is  recorded. 

Rubella — Rubella  vaccination  became  available  in  November  1970 
and  this  was  offered  to  all  girls  in  their  14th  year  of  life,  i.e.,  aged  13. 
Following  the  increased  availability  of  the  vaccines  this  age  limit  has  now 
been  lowered  to  include  11  and  12-year-old  girls. 

Whooping  Cough — There  were  fourteen  cases  of  whooping  cough 
notified  during  the  year.  This  is  another  condition  which  is  becoming 
largely  more  benign,  but  in  some  cases  can  be  distressing,  and  in  infancy, 
a  serious  illness.  Protection  to  this  disease  is  often  by  triple  vaccination, 
together  with  tetanus  and  diphtheria.  The  satisfactory  lack  of  cases  is 
probably  due  to  the  high  immunisation  rate  in  the  district. 

Scarlet  Fever — Two  cases  were  notified.  This  disease  continues  its 
mild  phase.  Its  principal  interest  is  that  it  gives  a  rough  indication  of  the 
amount  of  streptococcal  infection  in  the  community. 

Smallpox — It  has  recently  been  recommended  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security  that  vaccination  against  smallpox  need  no 
longer  be  carried  out  as  routine  procedure  in  early  childhood  as  the  risk 
of  exposure  to  infection  is  far  less  likely  than  at  any  previous  time  since 
the  disease  was  first  recorded  in  this  country. 

It  is  however  emphasised  that  all  travellers  to  and  from  areas  of  the 
world  where  smallpox  is  endemic,  or  countries  where  eradication  pro¬ 
grammes  are  in  progress,  and  health  service  staff  who  come  into  contact 
with  patients,  should  be  offered  vaccination  and  re-vaccination. 

Diphtheria — There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Northampton¬ 
shire  since  1956.  There  is  therefore,  with  each  successive  year  of  freedom 
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from  infection,  a  diminishing  recollection  of  the  dangers  of  this  illness. 
Mothers  without  knowledge  of  the  disease  feel  a  false  security  and  may 
not  have  their  children  immunised.  That  this  is  a  dangerous  situation 
cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed,  as  it  is  only  by  keeping  up  the  numbers 
of  children  immunised  that  the  disease  can  be  kept  in  check.  It  is  the 
duty  of  all  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised,  and  if  they  fail  to 
do  so,  they  neglect  their  welfare. 

Poliomyelitis — Once  again  there  have  been  no  cases,  and  this  freedom 
can  be  ascribed  to  immunisation  as  the  decline  in  incidence  has  occurred 
concurrently  with  vaccination.  The  oral  Sabin  vaccine  is  now  used  which 
gives  a  longer  lasting  immunity  than  the  Salk  or  injected  variety.  A 
drink  of  syrup  or  a  lump  of  sugar  is  also  much  more  acceptable  to  the 
young  patients  than  the  previous  needle  prick. 

Sonne  Dysentery — No  cases  were  notified. 

Food  Poisoning — One  isolated  case  occurred  during  the  year  in  a 
young  child.  The  organism  was  typed  as  Salmonella  Typhimurium  but 
it  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  the  infection.  The  child  was 
kept  away  from  school  for  sometime,  but  as  she  carried  the  infection  for 
a  long  period  special  toilet  arrangements  were  made  in  order  that  she  could 
return  to  school.  Full  co-operation  was  received  from  the  school  and  the 
child’s  family  and  there  was  no  spread  of  infection  to  other  members  of 
the  family  which  included  young  children. 

Salmonella  infection  is  common  in  bovines,  and  the  incidence  of 
infection  on  farms  is  now  notified  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Farm  workers  are  then  warned  of  the 
possibility  of  human  infection,  and  given  details  of  hygiene  precautions 
to  prevent  incidence  in  themselves  or  their  families. 

Other  causes  of  food  poisoning  are  staphylococci  which  may  gain 
entry  to  food  from  an  infected  spot  on  the  face,  hands  or  arms  of  a  food 
handler  which  may  cause  a  severe  form  of  the  illness.  As  the  symptoms 
result  from  a  toxin  which  is  unaffected  by  heat,  cooking  the  infected  food, 
in  this  case  does  not  prevent  the  illness.  More  rarely  typhoid  fever, 
botulism  or  chemical  contaminants  may  occur.  However  the  commonest 
germ  is  the  salmonella  which  gains  entry  into  food  because  of  the  faulty 
personal  hygiene  of  food  handlers.  The  sources  of  infection  are  numerous. 

Respiratory  infection  and  Influenza — 16  deaths  were  recorded  this 
year  from  pneumonia,  11  from  bronchitis  and  4  from  influenza.  Other 
respiratory  infections  are  now  seldom  a  cause  of  death,  except  as  a  terminal 
event,  but  remain  a  considerable  cause  of  ill-health.  These  are  still  the 
highest  cause  of  loss  of  working  hours,  and  bronchitis,  nasal  catarrh  and 
sinus  infections  are  still  a  cause  of  much  disability. 

Infective  Jaundice — There  were  three  cases  notified.  The  Minister 
of  Health  gave  sanction  that  this  disease  should  be  made  locally  notifiable 
as  from  1st  July,  1962.  By  arrangement  with  other  District  Councils  this 
also  became  operative  in  the  County  of  Northamptonshire.  Under  the 
Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968,  infective  jaundice  became 
nationally  notifiable  in  October  1968. 
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Acute  infective  jaundice  is  a  disease  caused  by  a  virus,  which  attacks 
the  liver  and  causes  jaundice.  It  is  mainly  an  infection  of  young  people 
of  faecal-oral  spread  and  with  an  incubation  period  of  15-50  days.  The 
incriminative  routes  of  infection  are  from  food  handlers,  water,  and 
children  to  their  mothers.  The  virus  is  present  in  faeces  16  days  before 
jaundice,  and  up  to  8  days  after.  Serum  hepatitis,  which  is  another  form 
of  infective  hepatitis,  has  a  longer  incubation  period  of  50-160  days  and 
affects  mainly  adults  and  can  be  spread  by  blood  transfusion  and  in¬ 
efficiently  sterilised  equipment  used  by  doctors,  dentists,  nurses  and  drug 
addicts,  and  in  the  various  tattooing  processes.  The  clinical  groups  of 
these  two  types  of  hepatitis  are  indistinguishable.  There  is  no  specific 
treatment  and  a  jaundiced  adult  would  be  away  from  work  from  six 
weeks  to  two  months,  and  sometimes  might  not  feel  really  fit  for  a  year. 
Quarantine  measures  are  of  little  value,  and  patients  can  be  treated  at 
home  or  in  hospital  provided  adequate  hand  washing  techniques  are 
practised,  with  current  disinfection  of  excreta.  Serum  hepatitis  can  be 
virtually  abolished,  if  disposable  equipment  is  generally  introduced.  In 
the  County  disposable  equipment  is  used  by  the  County  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  for  all  procedures  involving  immunisation.  Gamma  Globulin  is  of 
value  for  the  protection  of  close  contacts  and  pregnant  women  during 
epidemics. 

Meningitis — Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis — Three  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified  and  two  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  also  notified. 
There  were  no  deaths  registered  from  this  disease. 

Vaccination  is  offered  against  tuberculosis  by  the  County  Council  to 
all  children  at  13  years  of  age.  This  is  carried  out  in  the  schools  and 
there  is  a  high  acceptance  rate. 
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SECTION  G. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1971. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Table  No.  1. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity 

1 

1 

2 

2.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

7 

2 

9 

4.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

7 

— 

7 

5.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ... 

— 

3 

3 

6.  Leukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

7.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

8.  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ... 

4 

2 

6 

9.  Other  diseases  of  Nervous  System 

■ — 

2 

2 

10.  Hypertensive  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

11.  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

33 

30 

63 

12.  Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

3 

4 

7 

13.  Cerebrovascular  Disease 

6 

12 

18 

14.  Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

3 

1 

4 

15.  Pneumonia 

5 

11 

16 

16.  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ... 

9 

2 

11 

17.  Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

1 

1 

2 

18.  Appendicitis 

2 

— 

2 

19.  Other  diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

4 

5 

20.  Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

1 

2 

21.  Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour 

2 

— 

2 

22.  Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

3 

3 

23.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

2 

6 

24.  All  Other  Accidents  .. . 

3 

1 

4 

25.  Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

1 

1 

2 

All  Causes  ... 

99 

82 

181 
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Table  No.  2. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1971  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Year 

Estimated 

population 

Births 

Deaths 

No. 

Rate 

Under  one  year 
No.  Rate 

All  ages 

No.  Rate 

1919 

♦9,387 

t9,011 

156 

16.61 

1 

7 

44.87 

158 

17.53 

1920 

9,370 

259 

27.64 

15 

57.90 

146 

15.58 

$1921 

9,920 

211 

21.27 

21 

99.52 

131 

13.20 

1922 

9,937 

172 

17.30 

9 

52.32 

136 

13.68 

1923 

9,944 

171 

17.19 

9 

52.63 

120 

12.06 

1924 

10,000 

162 

16.20 

9 

55.50 

115 

11.50 

1925 

9,959 

150 

15.06 

8 

53.33 

123 

12.35 

1926 

9,870 

152 

15.40 

5 

32.89 

116 

11.75 

1927 

9,887 

144 

14.56 

8 

55.55 

115 

11.63 

1928 

9,502 

134 

14.10 

4 

29.85 

120 

12.63 

1929 

9,398 

139 

14.79 

6 

43.16 

138 

14.68 

1930 

9,384 

115 

12.25 

8 

69.56 

129 

13.74 

$1931 

9,324 

131 

14.04 

7 

53.43 

104 

11.11 

1932 

9,324 

118 

12.65 

0 

00.00 

114 

12.22 

1933 

9,271 

147 

15.85 

4 

27.21 

96 

10.35 

1934 

9,200 

114 

12.39 

5 

43.80 

132 

14.34 

1935 

:i3,155 

180 

13.67 

7 

38.88 

181 

13.75 

1936 

13,040 

210 

16.10 

10 

47.60 

165 

12.60 

1937 

12,900 

170 

13.20 

9 

52.90 

197 

12.30 

1938 

12,860 

152 

11.80 

4 

26.30 

182 

14.20 

1939 

*12,930 

tl2,020 

184 

14.20 

5 

27.11 

170 

13.06 

1940 

13,190 

184 

13.90 

7 

36.95 

219 

16.55 

1941 

14,750 

203 

13.80 

14 

68.96 

211 

14.31 

1942 

14,050 

244 

17.40 

12 

49.18 

147 

10.47 

1943 

13,690 

254 

18.55 

14 

55.11 

193 

14.23 

1944 

13,680 

242 

17.67 

8 

33.01 

192 

14.04 

1945 

13,500 

228 

16.14 

5 

22.80 

174 

12.88 

1946 

13,490 

273 

20.24 

13 

47.25 

178 

13.19 

1947 

13,750 

283 

20.58 

8 

28.19 

178 

12.04 

1948 

13,910 

238 

17.11 

13 

54.62 

184 

13.23 

1949 

14,300 

255 

17.38 

8 

31.37 

179 

12.59 

1950 

14,470 

217 

15.00 

7 

32.25 

197 

13.61 

$1951 

14,540 

230 

15.73 

11 

47.82 

197 

13.47 

1952 

14,490 

219 

15.1 

7 

31.9 

171 

11.8 

1953 

14,410 

241 

16.7 

2 

12.4 

144 

9.9 

1954 

14.440 

230 

15.9 

7 

30.4 

181 

12.5 

1955 

14,490 

208 

14.3 

3 

14.4 

172 

11.8 

1956 

14,450 

250 

17.3 

6 

24.0 

193 

13.3 

1957 

14,420 

221 

15.3 

5 

22.6 

155 

10.7 

1958 

14,410 

262 

18.2 

7 

26.7 

188 

13.06 

1959 

14,550 

242 

16.6 

6 

24.7 

163 

11.1 

1960 

14,660 

284 

19.3 

2 

7.0 

142 

9.6 

$1961 

15,370 

256 

16.6 

4 

27.3 

181 

11.7 

1962 

15,460 

250 

16.17 

6 

24.0 

173 

11.2 

1963 

15,640 

304 

19.5 

2 

6.6 

181 

11.6 

1964 

16,140 

304 

18.5 

6 

19.5 

184 

11.4 

1965 

16,290 

321 

19.7 

4 

12.4 

161 

9.8 

1966 

16,460 

327 

19.8 

4 

11.0 

196 

11.9 

1967 

16,780 

340 

20.3 

3 

9.0 

163 

9.7 

1968 

17,850 

396 

22.2 

6 

15.1 

175 

10.2 

1969 

18.580 

407 

21.9 

4 

10.0 

200 

10.8 

1970 

19,210 

486 

25.3 

4 

8.0 

189 

9.8 

1971 

21,380 

1 

488 

22.8 

10 

20.0 

181 

8.5 

*  Population  for  calculation  of  birth  rates, 
t  Population  for  calculation  of  death  rates 
+  Potterspury  R.D.  added  to  district. 

$  Census  years. 
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Table  No.  3 


WATER  SUPPLY— INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  PIPED  SUPPLIES 


Parish 

Properties  connected 

TO  Public  Mains 

Properties  depending 
ON  Private  Supplies 

Total 
no.  of 
houses 
in 

parish 

No.  of 
houses  served 

Wells 

Springs 

No.  of 
houses 
served 

Internal 

supplies 

Stand 

pipes 

Abthorpe  ... 

94 

93 

1 

1 

Adstone 

34 

31 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Blakesley  ... 

140 

138 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Blisworth  ... 

663 

663 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bradden 

29 

28 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cold  Higham 

71 

68 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Cosgrove 

186 

182 

— 

3 

— 

4 

Deanshanger 

810 

802 

— 

1 

2 

8 

Easton  Neston 

34 

— 

— 

5 

— 

34 

Gay  ton 

154 

154 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Grafton  Regis 

69 

64 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Greens  Norton 

360 

357 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Litchborough 

78 

77 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Maidford 

57 

55 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Old  Stratford 

386 

386 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pattishall  ... 

357 

354 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Paulerspury 

330 

327 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Potterspury 

518 

498 

— ■ 

4 

1 

20 

Shutlanger  ... 

89 

88 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Silverstone 

395 

393 

— • 

1 

1 

2 

Slapton 

30 

28 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Stoke  Bruerne 

102 

100 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Tiffield 

97 

96 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Towcester  ... 

1365 

1356 

— 

4 

— 

9 

Wappenham 

94 

91 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Weston  and  Weedon 

112 

112 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Whittlebury 

154 

152 

— 

2 

— • 

3 

Wicken 

117 

116 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Woodend  ... 

64 

62 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Yardley  Gobion 

453 

449 

— 

2 

— 

4 
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Table  No.  4 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Parish 

House  drains 
discharging  to 

Houses 

with 

Sewers 

Cess¬ 
pools  or 
septic 
tanks 

Roadside 

drains, 

ditches, 

etc. 

W.Cs. 

Pail 

Closets 

Abthorpe 

87 

6 

1 

93 

1 

Adstone 

— 

19 

15 

25 

9 

Blakesley 

— 

106 

34 

115 

25 

Blisworth 

647 

15 

1 

661 

2 

Bradden 

27 

2 

— 

19 

10 

Cold  Higham 

68 

2 

1 

68 

3 

Cosgrove 

169 

17 

■ — 

186 

— 

Deanshanger 

784 

23 

3 

805 

5 

Easton  Neston  ... 

25 

7 

2 

33 

1 

Gayton 

143 

6 

5 

149 

5 

Grafton  Regis  ... 

— 

56 

13 

57 

12 

Greens  Norton  ... 

317 

43 

— 

360 

— 

Litchborough 

74 

4 

— 

75 

3 

Maidford 

— 

35 

22 

44 

13 

Old  Stratford 

380 

6 

— 

386 

— 

Pattishall 

345 

12 

— 

350 

7 

Paulerspury 

320 

6 

4 

327 

3 

Potterspury 

486 

28 

4 

514 

4 

Shutlanger 

85 

3 

1 

88 

1 

Silverstone 

378 

12 

5 

390 

5 

Slapton 

27 

— 

3 

28 

2 

Stoke  Bruerne  ... 

89 

10 

3 

100 

2 

Tiffield 

95 

2 

— 

96 

1 

Towcester 

1309 

45 

11 

1358 

7 

Wappenham 

89 

4 

1 

90 

4 

Weston  and  Weedon 

105 

6 

1 

107 

5 

Whittlebury 

144 

10 

— 

154 

— 

Wicken 

100 

17 

— 

117 

— 

Woodend 

— 

50 

14 

60 

4 

Yardley  Gobion 

439 

14 

— 

453 

— 
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Table  No.  5 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Properties  other  than  sewers 
].  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby 

premises)  inspected  following  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  rats 

and/or  mice  for  reasons  other  than  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

7,153 

238 

211 

7 

79 

7 

26 

• — 

687 

84 

85 

38 

4  — 
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Table  No.  6 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL 

INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

18,629 

5 

57,208 

42,577 

Number  Inspected 

18,629 

5 

57,208 

42,577 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Nil 

75 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

13,006 

2 

18,563 

5,438 

69.8 

40.0 

32.5 

12.7 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

33 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

Nil 

Nil 

0.05 

Nil 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalized  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

FOOD  SURRENDERED  AND 

DESTROYED 

Tons  Cwts 

lbs. 

Meat  at  slaughterhouses 

132 

15 

64 

Meat  at  wholesale  premises 

— 

- — • 

— 

Meat  at  retail  shops 

— 

— 

18 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Canned  meats  ... 

— 

- — 

235 

Other  canned  foods 

Contents  of  refrigerated  display 

— 

— 

2 

cabinets 

— 

1 

40 

Other  foods 

— 

— 

5 
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Table  No.  7 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1971 


Disease 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

<Li 

a 

3 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

Measles  ... 

14 

10 

22 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

53 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

7 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

• — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

• — 

■ — 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

' — 

— 

■ — 

1 

Total 

16 

10 

31 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

6 

• — 

— 

— 

75 

Table  No.  8 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1971 


Disease 

—1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

—5 

—10 

—15 

—20 

—35 

—45 

—65 

65+ 

Total 

Measles  ... 

6 

5 

9 

5 

9 

16 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

53 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

7 

— 

— 

2 

■ — 

— 

— 

14 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

2 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

2 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

8 

5 

12 

8 

10 

25 

2 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

75 
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Table  No.  9. 


INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1971 
INDIVIDUAL  PARISHES 


Parish 

Measles 

W  hooping 
Cough 

Infective 

Jaundice 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Meningitis 

1  Food 

Poisoning 

Total 

Abthorpe 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Blisworth 

8 

— - 

— 

1 

2 

— 

11 

Gayton  ... 

9 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Greens  Norton 

3 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Old  Stratford 

16 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Pattishall 

10 

2 

— 

— 

— 

• — - 

12 

Paulerspury 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Silverstone 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Stoke  Bruerne 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Tiffield  ... 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Towcester 

2 

— 

1 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

3 

Yardley  Gobion 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Total 

53 

14 

3 

2 

2 

1 

75 

49 


Table  No.  10 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 

for  the  year  1971 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector)  : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupier 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

3 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

81 

54 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out- workers’  premises) 

24 

20 

1 

— 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

108 

76 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

I  nspector^  I  nspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S. 7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

_ 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

• — • 

— 

[c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

**•  •••  ••• 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Table  No.  11 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing  Apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Table  No.  12 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Class  of  Premises 

Total  Premises 
registered 
at  end  of  year 

No.  of  Persons 
employed 

Premises 

inspected 

Offices 

30 

258 

30 

Retail  Shops 

45 

110 

45 

Wholesale  Shops  etc. 

Public  Catering  Establish- 

3 

9 

3 

ments 

11 

86 

11 

Canteens 

1 

10 

1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

4 

1 
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